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Chamaerops humil{®editerranean or European fan palm) is one of the hardiest, toughest, most
adaptable, and, in many instances, exceedingly handsome palms for-tsarperate, subtropi-

cal, and even tropical landscapes. Occurring around the Mediterranean basin in soutinveste
and southcentral Europe and northwestern Africa, its clustering habit, palmate leaves, tolerance
of adverse conditions, and relative ease of cultivation make it a common and popular landscape
plant. A versatile subject, its slow growth and clusteriature are amenable to many landscape
situations, large or small, and clump size and density can be managed for desired effect through
judicious selective removal of trunks.

A variable species across its rather large and diverse r&iggmaerops humilisas two ac-
cepted varietiesC. humilissar. argentea, characterized by handsome, waxy glaucous-ghas
nearly white leaves, an@. humilissar. humilis(Plant List 202), into which the multitude of nu-
merous, distinct and sometimes not so distinct, and unnamed or informally named horticultural
varieties and forms are included.

For example, in horticulture, four of the more common cultivars informally recognized for
Chamaeropshumilis var. humigiA y Of dzZRS WwWodhyl {GIFNX o!Y tIfYa H
Oly2Q 6wl { HAnumMO® . SOFIdzAS GKS&S Odz GAGINE Y2a
lished, much confusion surrounds their descriptive and diagnostic characters. A quick internet
searchturns up a multitude of sometimes conflicting information about them.

GblylFQ Aa 2FGSy | LW ASR (2 lye avltt G2 Rél NF
petiole size, and degree and size of petiole armature although they mostly lack or have less silvery
white indumentum on the abaxial (under) surface of tbaflblade.

W{GSEElIQ Aad GeLAOlrtfte FLIWXASR (G2 avylrfftSNE az2y.
on the abaxial surface, green on the adaxial (upper) surface with the silvery white indumentum
extending on to the short ridges of the segment folds. Tlaelé$ are deeply divided with the

segments free nearly to the mostly unarmed petiole and with deeply bifid tips. Because of the
deeply divided blade, the palmen, the undivided portion of the blade formed from the united
segment bases, is unusually small.

W+dzf OF y2Q A& | RgI NFbonsakérmi with SrialbleageBd/short peficles G dzNBS
(Fig. 3. The leaf blade is bright, dark green adaxially, typically and distinctly densely covered ab-
axially with silvery white indumenturgFig. 3, and moderately divided only to about halfy,

making the palmenmelativelylarge inrelation tothe blade. The widetigid segmentshave entire
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1. Cathbr Stan Davies,ré(/ld: s scale for oe of four of hisspectacular clumps
of ChamaeropsiumilisW + dzf ,@hasa&efized by it dwarf, compact, even minia-
ture orbonsaihabitwith small leaves and short petioles
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2. Leaf blades of Chamaerops humill$ + dzf O F byight(dark Qﬂéé adaxialt;n typically and
distinctly densely covered abaxially with silvery white indumentum

or only briefly bifid tips. However, even the name of this rather distinctive cultivar has been ap-

plied to a variety of plants, some of which have mostly green abaxial leaf surfaces. This variability

is likely because seegtown plants more frequently doat come true to form and of simple
misidentification. Indeed, Salt (2006), provided a brief description that could constitute formal
naming of this cultivardcChamaerops humili§ + dzf OF y2 ¥ KIF & 3INBgy 6Stf =
poorly specimen that we rescueidom a garden centre. | love the lush green leaf and close
IANRPGUK KIOoOAGE2F IKSGRAN OKYRWOGKS al YS A&daadzsS o
asC. humiligl+ dzf O y2Q RSLIAOGA | LIXIyd gAGK Y2ald
plants identified odine asC. humilig¢+ dzf Ol y2Q GSyR (2 KI @S St
axial surfaces.

2S FTSSt GKIG daxdzZ OFy2Q Aa GKS Y2adChamadidpg Ay A=
humilisvar. humilisand here we provide a copiously illustrated, descriptive account to support
our sentiments and help to identify this cultivar more clearly.
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4. The dwarf, omp'act, nature "haeopshumiIWi dzft OFy2Q A& Of SI NI @&
on this handsome specimen.
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pact growth andstrikingleaves bright green adaxially and silvery wiaibaxially.
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Chamaerops humilisar. humilisW + dzf @D | y 2

Habit: clustered, mostly dioecious, dwarf to small, compact to miniature fan palm forming
clumps to 2 m tall and widd-{gs. 85).

Trunks:12¢15 cm diam., densely covered with dark gray, persistent leaf bases and(Ffimer§.

Leaves:25¢40 (per stem)Figs. 7¢8), stiffly ascending todrooping, old leaves persistent and
forming a skirt; base X5 cm long, 5 cm wide; petiole 434 cm long, 1.2 cm wide at apex, 2
cm wide at base, densegjlverywhite tomentoseadaxially and with tan, felike indumentum
abaxially margins with few, faint teetlFigs. 9¢10); blades 2%32 x 2€40 cm, dark green adaxi-
ally, typically silvery white abaxially, moderately divided to about-Wvalf, palmen 8 x 12 cm
(Figs 1¢12); segments 3638, center ones longest, these to 29 x 3 cm but narrower and con-
stricted due to severe folding, tips bifid to 4 cm or entire.

Inflorescencesinterfoliar, short, compact, spreading, to 13 x 12 (¢ngs. 1814), peduncle to 7
cm long, exceeding prophyll; panicle branched to 2 ordetdyranch to 6.5 cm long, longest
rachilla to 6 cm long.

Flowers:yellow.
Fruits: 1.5 cm long, ellipsoid, yellowish brown to dark brown or bigegs. 14¢15).

Distribution: An internet search shows that this cultivar purportedly originated on Vulcano Island

of the Aeolian Archipelago (ThePalmCentre 2021) in the Tyrrheniana Sea (hence, the cultivar
name) about 25 km just off the northeastern coast of Si€llyamaerops humiligar. humilisnat-

urally occurs in the Aeolian Archipelago but we were unable to determi@ehitimilis¥ + dzf OF y 2 Q
originated in the wild or from cultivated plants on Vulcano Island. However, Plant Delights
bdzZNESNE O6HnumMO &l (S adasanrsery atiantind/ivai 2uRandgNugsenyR A & O
on Sicily and named for the nearby Vulcano Island. Or, perhaps part of the nursery name, Vivai
+dzf OF y2 bdzZNESNESX gl & dzaSR FT2NJ 0KS OdzZtf GA DI NI yI
originated in anursery on Sicily.

DiscussionWe mostly based the description on four plants in the yard e&athor Davies in

Newport Beach, California but consulted-lome sources as well. Davies had obtained his plants
FNRY . dzR . 2NRASNE F2NXSNI 26y SNI 2chis noAdideSMNAE Q b d
business.

I OO2NRAY3A (2 tftlyd 5StAIKGEA DbdZNESNE OHAHMOUZ
Chamaerops humilig+ dzft OF y2Q A& | NBfIFIGAGSte ySg | NNR DI ¢
popular in Europe. They speculated that it is tetraploid because of itslow growth, compact
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6. Trunks o’Chamaerops humlll§+ dzf Ol y 2 Q c]J5 Nthlam Kaﬁd\dhnEelyM H

covered with dark gray, persistent leaf bases and fibers.
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7. Chamaerops humili$’ + d
green leaves per trunk

8.The numerous leaves G@hamaerops humilé + dzf OF y2Q  NB Ge LA Ol ff & a
to show of their silvery white abaxial surface to best advantage.
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9. Petioles ofChamaerops humili¢ + dzf OF y2Q | NB (@ LA Ot f &
white, elongate scales adaxially.

10. The abaxm:turfaceof petloles‘ofChamaerops humllw+ dzf OI y 2 Q I NB
tan, felt-like indumentum.
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11. Leaf blades o€hamaerops humilié + dzt O y2Q NS OoNARIKG INBSY |
in Figure 12 note the relatively large palmen and the only briefly bifid segment tips.

s

12 SIF o0fFRSa 2F /KFYFISNRLIA KdYAtAa W:dzd OF y2
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14.This short, combact infructescence@hamaerops humil*kla“_r dzt OT yigtre K2 f Ra
but not-yet-ripe, yelloworangefruits.
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15.Mature, ripe fruits oChamaerops humilg+ dzf O y2Q | NB [ 62dzi modp OY
brown to dark brown or black.

habit, and short, stiff leaves, characters often associated with polyploidy or doubling of the chro-
mosome number.

Plant Delights Nursery (2021) stated ti@tamaerops humili¢ + dzf OF y2 Q 0O2YSa Gaz2y
FNRY &aSSRI odzi 1SSLI AY YAYR GKFdG SFOK LXFyd ¢
years to know for sure if the plant is tr@ humilisgd+ dzt OF y2 Qd¢ ¢ KS ljdzr £t ATAS
preceding statement might be overly generous because the websites of nurseries that sell and or
LINR LI 31 0SS Wxdzf Ol y2Q YR AYGSNYySG RAaOdzaaAz2y 3
from plants identichto the parent to plants that look like regular, unadulterat€d humilissar.

humilis arise from seed propagation of this cultivar.

Palmatier Meg (2019) planted 20 to 25 seed€bamaerops humilg + dzf OF y2Q FNRY | |
able palm friend in Italy who said that 40% would come true but later learned, after carefully
monitoring the resulting offspring for two to three years, that only one or perhaps two showed

GKS Oflaairold Wz dzZ Ohlyapodt folrzo2tdn Percark dadekirueY Bdstyfudned

out to be the normal. humiliwar. humilis and the remainder were intermediate between it and

W+ dzf OF y2Q0
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tFfYAF2NLIE SIA & & & OHAHAOE | O2tt SOG2NI Ay bS
avylkftt O2YLI) O @OSNARA2Yya w2F +dzZ OFy28 OFy o6S |
photograph of at least four plants in the Wollongong Botdaardens in Brisbane, Queensland,
Australia, all grown from the same lot of seeds, and lab€ledmaerops humillg + dzf OF y 2 Q> NI
FTNRY | Wzxdzt OF y 2@ humdisidShuniilstypge. K S  y 2 N | §

UK Palms (2021), responding to the post from the preceding paragraph, noted that the Italian
nursery that produces most of thl@hamaerops humil/ + dzf O y2 Q LI I y (@ro- Kl & NI
ducing mother blocks so thattheirse@INR ¢y LJ I yia NS Yz2adfe GNHzS

Vivai Vulcano Sicily, thrursery that is thepparent originator and perhaps most prominent sup-

plier of Chamaerops humili#+ dzf OF y2 Q> Kl a RS@St2LISR | YIN]SG
personalizes each plant with a unique registration number guaranteeing its authenticity. They

sell their plants under the registered name Vulc@(Wivai Vulcan®icily2021). They note that

Lorenzo Vigo, after 25 years of careful selection, devel@pdtumilisV + dzf OF y2 Qd ¢ KS A NJ
ically have leaves with blades silvery whites on the abaxial surface.

Propagation

Unless one has access to dedicated speatlucing mother blocks, which were developed

through careful and judicious selection over many generations through a process taking many
years andknown to produce mostly tru¢o-form plants seed propagation o€hamaerops hu-
milisvar.humilisW+ dzf OF y2 Q A & dzy NB-forinlofispribgfront dNp KRtolZ0 per-3  { Nz
cent of the time. Thusyegetative propagation is the only method to ensure production oftrue

to-form plants. Becaus€ humilisand its various varieties and forms, includi@ghumilisvar.

humilisW+ dzf OF y2Q Yy I (dzN> £ f& LINRPRdzZOS adz01SNB 2F 27FF
be carefully removed and established to make new plaftsvever, in most cases, especially for

plants in the ground, vegetative propagation@fhumilisis a slow, tedious, and rather exacting

process, and care must be taken during the removal and establishment period to ensure a high

rate of success.

In removal of suckers or offshoots ofgnound Chamaerops humiligar. humilisW+ dzf Ol y2 Q>
key to fast and successful establishment is rapid root and shoot growth. In palm root growth
studies, Broschat and Donselman (1990) showed that palm root regeneration of the pygmy date

palm Phoenix roebelenilepended onthe presenceof a root initiation zone, which does not

develop fully until the stem or trunk has reached its maximum diameter and begins to elongate
vertically. Similarly, Hodel and Pittenger (2003) found that offshoots of the date phbtanix
dactylifera®5 S3f S b22ND Sadlrof AaKSR 0Said 6KSy NBY2¢
to 35 cm in diameter (trunk has begun to elongate vertically) because they will have more roots

14
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16.For vegetative propagation @hamaerops humillg + dzf O y2 Q> aSf SOG4 & dz01
offshoots that have aeveloped aboveground trunk.
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