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Lettuce Unite!
Seed Libraries and Beyond

And the Loomis Seed Library



UC Master Gardeners of Placer County

Who Are Master Gardeners?

Master Gardeners of Placer County
❖Extend research-based, sustainable gardening and 

composting information
❖Present accurate, impartial information to home gardeners
❖Encourage public to make informed gardening decisions
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UC Master Gardeners of Placer County

Who Are Master Gardeners?

Where to find us…
Online, in the Media, and Special Publications

❖Hotline: Call (530) 889-7388 or submit your questions online
❖Website: pcmg.ucanr.org
❖Facebook, Twitter, Instagram
❖Gold Country Media monthly column 
❖Curious Gardener quarterly newsletter; email and on website
❖Gardening Guide and Calendar
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UC Master Gardeners of Placer County

Who Are Master Gardeners?

Where to find us…YES!
Workshops, Fairs and Festivals and Special Events

❖Speakers by Request 
❖Workshops (various venues, check website)
❖Farmers’ Markets (seasonal: Auburn, Roseville)
❖Fairs and Festivals Booths (varies)
❖Garden Faire (April)
❖Mother’s Day Garden Tour (May)
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Who Are Master Gardeners?

pcmg.ucanr.org



Resources Page
Seed Chart
Six Tips for Saving Seeds
Easy Peasy Seeds

Let’s Look at your Handouts
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Available on pcmg website with recorded presentation.



•What is a seed library?
•How do I ‘borrow’ seeds?
•How do I ‘return’ seeds?
•How do I save seeds?

Agenda
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•What is a seed library?
Agenda
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From mammoth to lunchbox sized!



•What is a seed library?
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Loomis Seed Library



•How do I ‘borrow’ seeds?
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Drawers hold 
seed packets

Spring = Warm Season veg.
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•How do I ‘borrow’ seeds?

Sign out seeds
Up to 5 packets



•How do I ‘borrow’ seeds?
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Enter information



•How do I ‘return’ seeds?
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1.Follow seed saving protocols
2.Enter data on Seed Label
3.Return seed packet to library.

Easy as 1-2-3!

Returning Seeds is optional



•How Do I Save Seeds?

OK

•Let’s Get Started…
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•Why Save Seeds?
•What to Save?
•Plan for Saving
•How to Save? 
Now let’s grow…

Agenda
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Berea College



Why Save Seeds?
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The beauty of seeds is rivaled only by their purpose.
Within the confines of the seed coat, every seed 

holds a connection to the future and to the past. 
The embryonic plant that rests within a seed contains 
not only the promise of what is to come as it is nurtured
and grows from a young seedling into a mature plant,
but also the history and traits that properly saved seeds
pass down from generation to generation.

From The Seed Garden: The Art and Practice of Seed Saving



Cultivate locally adapted plants
Preserve natural diversity
Protect heirloom varieties
Get free seeds
Create new varieties?

By choice or accidentally.
Good thing or not…..

Why Save Seeds?
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Taste and Texture
Productivity
Bearing-early, late
Disease/pest resistance
Drought tolerance
Slow bolting (temperature)
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Gardeners Choose

What to Save?



Uniformity
Storage life
Shipping stability
Cosmetic values

What to Save?
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Corporations Choose
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Width equals 
number of varieties

Loss of Seed Variety
TOP = 1903

3,879 choices

BOTTOM = 1983
307 choices

(8%)

Graphic courtesy of National Geographic Magazine



Know Your Parent Plant
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Open Pollinated
vs.

Hybrid

Photo/tomato            Ingrid Elsel
1.8 lb. Brandywine heirlo

om tomato



Know Your Parent Plant
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Open Pollinated vs. Hybrid 
Open-pollinated plants

Have stable genetic makeup
Breed true-to type

Hybrid plants
Produced by crossing

two distinct parent lines
Often labeled F1



Know Your Parent Plant
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Open Pollinated



Know Your Parent Plant

24

Hybrid 

Hybrid seed

Year 2

Sungold

Midnight Snack
Not like last year!



Know Your Parent Plant
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Heirloom Varieties



Start with easy crops
Grow enough plants
Put space between varieties

Plan for Seed Saving
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Easy Peasy Seeds Handout
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Ø Peas, 
Ø Beans, 
Ø Lettuce, 
Ø Tomatoes, 
Ø Arugula - (crosses with wild arugula weeds), 
Ø Dill - (crosses with wild dill weeds)

Easy Peas-y

Watch videos 
on saving Peas and Beans and Lettuce 

to help you get started.   (Resource sheet)
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Now, let’s look at the Saving Seeds chart
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Download



Know when seeds are mature
Collect your bounty
Store safely

How to Save Seeds
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Mature Seeds
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Tomatoes

Bean seeds

Lettuce seeds



Bag Fragile Seeds
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Save Your Seeds
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Decanting SeedsDry Seed Saving



Save Your Seeds
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Wet Seed Saving

Fungus layer

Decanting Seeds



Dry Your Seeds
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Store Seeds Safely
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Sharing Seeds
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Seed Saving Rules

•Plan for food AND seed
•Know the seed saving rules!!!

•Not Hybrid varieties!
•Start with Easy-Peasy

•Seed chart advice
•Proper cleaning, drying, storage
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Let’s Recap…

Saving seeds allows:
• More choices
• Varieties you enjoy
• Plants adapted to your garden
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Growing Vegetables
pcmg.ucanr.org
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Growing VegetablesDownload
pcmg.ucanr.org



UC Master Gardeners of Placer County

Thank You!

Any Questions?

Master Gardener Hotline: (530) 889-7388
Master Gardener Rot Line: (530) 889-7399
Master Gardener Website: pcmg.ucanr.org
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In Closing
Let’s consider this a journey we are embarking 

upon together, We will learn as we go—
Ø From the plants
Ø From each other 
Ø and from our ‘mistakes’

This is an adventure we can share. 
Come back and tell us how your journey went.

We will have stories to tell, too.

???
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Seed Saving Questions

Is this plant a hybrid or an open pollinated variety?
Is this a plant I should save seed from?
How far does this plant need to be planted from others to “breed true” or 

does this plant need others to be properly pollinated (think “self-
pollinated” vs needing “cross pollination”)?

Where/when do the seeds form on this plant?
How are the seeds naturally dispersed?
When are the seeds ripe?
Was the plant that you want to save seed from healthy?
How do you clean the seeds? Dry, ferment, etc.
Store your seeds in a cool dry place.
Don't save them for too long. Check the viability chart.
Don't give up!





UC Master Gardeners of Placer County

Thank You!

Any Questions?

Master Gardener Hotline: (530) 889-7388
Master Gardener Rot Line: (530) 889-7399
Master Gardener Website: pcmg.ucanr.org
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Evaluations, Please!


