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In 1956, the California Strawberry Advisory 
Board (CSAB) was formed under California 
law as a pseudo state government agency 
to represent California strawberry                           
growers
 

Research
Grower Education
Public Policy
Market Insights
Communications

In 1995, the CSAB became                 
the California Strawberry  
Commission – allowing CSC                   
to engage in “political issues”

The CSC represents the 300+ growers, shippers, 
and processors in California.
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Grp 30; Product expected to have a Section 3 label in 2026/7; 
Can submit for a Section 18 after

Grp 22A; Product from FMC controls Lygus, 
worms and weevils; Section 3 label was 
granted in April 2025

Grp 9D; Section 18 submitted; Approval pending…
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Who sued whom?
 In early April 2024, a coalition 

that includes the Pajaro Valley 
Federation of Teachers, Safe Ag 
Safe Schools, Center for 
Farmworker Families, Monterey 
Bay Central Labor Council, and 
Californians for Pesticide 
Reform—represented by 
Earthjustice—filed a lawsuit 
against Monterey County’s 
Agricultural Commissioner and 
the California Department of 
Pesticide Regulation (DPR) 



What did the lawsuit allege?
 The plaintiffs argued that regulators 

illegally approved permits for the use of 
fumigants, specifically chloropicrin and 
1,3-dichloropropene (1,3-D), near 
several schools—Ohlone Elementary, 
Pajaro Middle School, and Hall District 
Elementary—without:
 Considering safer alternatives
 Properly evaluating cumulative health 

impacts or
 Providing a meaningful, documented 

environmental review, as required 
under state law and the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)



Court Ruling
 Monterey County judge, Thomas Wills, 

ruled in favor of the state regulator 
(DPR), upholding the pesticide permits, 
finding:
 The county’s Agricultural Commissioner 

had indeed considered alternatives and 
environmental impacts.

 California law allows county officials to 
issue permits without engaging in 
lengthy analysis

 This outcome reflects a robust and 
functioning regulatory system. 



What comes next?
 Appeal: The plaintiffs have a two-month window to appeal. Their team is 

currently deciding whether to pursue that route.
 Broader Impacts: The case is already being watched for its potential to set 

statewide precedent regarding how rigorously agricultural agencies must 
assess health risks before approving pesticide use near schools
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Updates to
Map-Based Sign-up: In addition to entering an 
address, users can now subscribe to notifications by 
selecting a one-square-mile section on a map, making 
it easier for those in unincorporated areas to sign up 
and receive the same information they would if using 
a recognized address within that section.
Recent Application Visibility: The pesticide map now 
highlights one-square-mile sections where 
applications were scheduled within the past four 
days. While this information was already available in 
the system, it is now easier for users to see where 
recent activity may have occurred.



Environmental and civil 
rights activism
 Two farmworker activists in 

Watsonville, California, Omar 
Dieguez and Providence Martinez 
Alaniz, began a 30-day food fast 
with the goal “to pressure local 
berry growers to transition to 
organic farming practices and put 
an end to the harms caused by 
pesticide use.” These “local berry 
growers” include Driscoll’s and Cal 
Giant operating both organic and 
conventional fields. 



Berry Sustainable 
Packaging

Amrith Gunasekara, PhD
Director of Regulatory Affairs

September 2025



Plastic Pollution Prevention & Packaging Producer Responsibility Act
 Introduces the concept of Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR), shifting costs from 

cities/consumers to producers (brand owners/packers)
 Producers are required to join a Producer Responsibility Organization (PRO)
 Targets by 2032: 100% recyclable/compostable packaging, 65% plastic recycling
 Producers collect $5 billion 10 years for pollution mitigation and program administration

Why it Matters to Strawberry Growers
 Most strawberries shipped in PET plastic clamshells, as well as trays, plastic shrink 

wrap for pallets are considered “covered material” 
 Producers = brand owners/packers; costs may pass down to growers
 Design-for-recycling pressures (labels, inks, adhesives)
 Labeling claims restricted under SB 343 (“Truth in Recycling” labelling law)

EPR, or Extended Producer Responsibility, is a policy 
that makes producers responsible for the end-of-life 
management of their products and packaging.

PRO, or Producer Responsibility Organization, is a 
collective body that producers join to fund and 
manage the EPR program, handling tasks like 
collection, sorting, processing, and paying for the 
associated costs.



The U.S. PRO – Circular Action Alliance 

● Circular Action Alliance (CAA) is a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit PRO dedicated to implementing 
effective EPR laws for paper and packaging in 
the U.S.

● CAA was founded by 20 companies from the 
food, beverage, consumer goods, and retail 
industries.

● CAA has been approved to be the single PRO 
in California, Colorado, and Minnesota. CAA 
was the only PRO to submit an Oregon 
program plan.
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EPR (Extended Producer Responsibility) is a policy tool 
making producers legally and financially responsible for 
mitigating the environmental impacts of their products 
and packaging.

*Uncertain given no formal regulations in California

Susan Robinson - CAA - CDFA State Board Meeting June 
3, 2025

September 15, 2025*

March 31, 2025
Invoices Sent (7/1)

July 1, 2025

July 31, 2025

May 2026
No PRO yet

TBD

TBD





 The monarch was petitioned to be listed as a 
threatened species in 2014
 In 2020, it was determined that listing is 

Warranted but Precluded by higher priority 
listings
 This finding was challenged in court

 On December 12, 2024, the monarch was 
proposed for listing as a threatened species
 A species does not receive full protection under 

ESA until a final rule has been published





A spike in alerts concerning the monarch butterflies, especially related to their 
migration to the West coast and fears of their dwindling numbers.
1. Center for Food Safety (IG): Fall is here, and monarch butterflies are off on an epic journey 
2. The Fresno Bee: Iconic — and vulnerable — critters to arrive on California’s coasts. How to help
3. Fox 11: Californians urged to report monarch butterfly sightings
4. Temecula Patch: Where Are CA's Monarch Butterflies? With The Population In Free Fall, A Call To Arms 

Is Issued
5. Times-Herald & Sunday Times: The Butterfly effect: Monarch garden helps raise funds for furry friends
6. KRON: A new study reveals the devastating impacts of pesticides on monarch butterflies. 
7. KSNT: Monarch butterflies’ mass die-off linked to pesticides
8. KABC: "Climate change, wildfires, pesticides and the destruction of habitats have all contributed to 

their decline."

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fp%2FDOURf2Uko0B%2F%3Fimg_index%3D1&data=05%7C02%7Cwturechek%40calstrawberry.org%7C786e8ad540544d67a1c408ddef101036%7C382d1a0a467b4c63a4fcf3a9e1f021aa%7C0%7C0%7C638929574476293230%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=q%2FkXlJ5jvJGa2QmXHfwebCWWpIn3RVC%2BZJp%2Bs3Ni%2FXc%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fresnobee.com%2Fnews%2Fcalifornia%2Farticle311990177.html&data=05%7C02%7Cwturechek%40calstrawberry.org%7C786e8ad540544d67a1c408ddef101036%7C382d1a0a467b4c63a4fcf3a9e1f021aa%7C0%7C0%7C638929574476307413%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jAa7Urr56umjHiGmBJlAK7YDB0Oyq0Pv%2BNLajsqBi6U%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fresnobee.com%2Fnews%2Fcalifornia%2Farticle311990177.html&data=05%7C02%7Cwturechek%40calstrawberry.org%7C786e8ad540544d67a1c408ddef101036%7C382d1a0a467b4c63a4fcf3a9e1f021aa%7C0%7C0%7C638929574476307413%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jAa7Urr56umjHiGmBJlAK7YDB0Oyq0Pv%2BNLajsqBi6U%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fresnobee.com%2Fnews%2Fcalifornia%2Farticle311990177.html&data=05%7C02%7Cwturechek%40calstrawberry.org%7C786e8ad540544d67a1c408ddef101036%7C382d1a0a467b4c63a4fcf3a9e1f021aa%7C0%7C0%7C638929574476307413%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jAa7Urr56umjHiGmBJlAK7YDB0Oyq0Pv%2BNLajsqBi6U%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fresnobee.com%2Fnews%2Fcalifornia%2Farticle311990177.html&data=05%7C02%7Cwturechek%40calstrawberry.org%7C786e8ad540544d67a1c408ddef101036%7C382d1a0a467b4c63a4fcf3a9e1f021aa%7C0%7C0%7C638929574476307413%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jAa7Urr56umjHiGmBJlAK7YDB0Oyq0Pv%2BNLajsqBi6U%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fresnobee.com%2Fnews%2Fcalifornia%2Farticle311990177.html&data=05%7C02%7Cwturechek%40calstrawberry.org%7C786e8ad540544d67a1c408ddef101036%7C382d1a0a467b4c63a4fcf3a9e1f021aa%7C0%7C0%7C638929574476307413%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jAa7Urr56umjHiGmBJlAK7YDB0Oyq0Pv%2BNLajsqBi6U%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.foxla.com%2Fnews%2Fcalifornians-urged-report-monarch-butterfly-sightings&data=05%7C02%7Cwturechek%40calstrawberry.org%7C786e8ad540544d67a1c408ddef101036%7C382d1a0a467b4c63a4fcf3a9e1f021aa%7C0%7C0%7C638929574476321333%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KmVD%2BX3SKOLlC9YXMEjIR2%2Bp59UtwRctKhHShh4pcRk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpatch.com%2Fcalifornia%2Ftemecula%2Fhelp-ca-count-western-monarch-population-2025-pollinator-rescue-program-working&data=05%7C02%7Cwturechek%40calstrawberry.org%7C786e8ad540544d67a1c408ddef101036%7C382d1a0a467b4c63a4fcf3a9e1f021aa%7C0%7C0%7C638929574476335556%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yV3iZ18%2Fc%2B9iHuqliBa1FVJOpPMJoGudJjphsmaCCqQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpatch.com%2Fcalifornia%2Ftemecula%2Fhelp-ca-count-western-monarch-population-2025-pollinator-rescue-program-working&data=05%7C02%7Cwturechek%40calstrawberry.org%7C786e8ad540544d67a1c408ddef101036%7C382d1a0a467b4c63a4fcf3a9e1f021aa%7C0%7C0%7C638929574476335556%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yV3iZ18%2Fc%2B9iHuqliBa1FVJOpPMJoGudJjphsmaCCqQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.downriversundaytimes.com%2F2025%2F09%2F06%2Fthe-butterfly-effect-monarch-garden-helps-raise-funds-for-furry-friends%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cwturechek%40calstrawberry.org%7C786e8ad540544d67a1c408ddef101036%7C382d1a0a467b4c63a4fcf3a9e1f021aa%7C0%7C0%7C638929574476590986%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3zcYjmh9hhXQGkCF7OLxar%2Bae3e4PU6D4oPW%2FSu3Th4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.criticalmention.com%2Fapp%2F%23%2Fclip%2Fsearch%2F2bdcd08d-e51e-42ec-8574-ee87a7356fd2%3FccTextHiWords%3Dmonarch%2520butterfly%2Cmonarch%2520butterflies%2CDanaus%2520plexippus%2Cpesticide%2Cpesticides%2Cinsecticide%2Cinsecticides%2Cherbicide%2Cherbicides%2Cchemical%2520exposure%2Cpyrethroid%2Cpermethrin%2Cbifenthrin%2Ccypermethrin%2Cneonicotinoid%2Cglyphosate%2Cdeath%2Cdie%2Cmass%2520mortality%2Cmortality%2Cdecline%2Ccollapse%2Cexposure%2Ccontamination&data=05%7C02%7Cwturechek%40calstrawberry.org%7C786e8ad540544d67a1c408ddef101036%7C382d1a0a467b4c63a4fcf3a9e1f021aa%7C0%7C0%7C638929574476619972%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=opy0fBdtX0%2FcvogA4W7mlv9xPXBbcfbuX%2BCsP15o8TY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DEIV3cby1OKo&data=05%7C02%7Cwturechek%40calstrawberry.org%7C786e8ad540544d67a1c408ddef101036%7C382d1a0a467b4c63a4fcf3a9e1f021aa%7C0%7C0%7C638929574476640465%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CrA8qAKdMDjK%2BclW34QIiFzujQmffTRbfBlUVZs%2Beac%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DEIV3cby1OKo&data=05%7C02%7Cwturechek%40calstrawberry.org%7C786e8ad540544d67a1c408ddef101036%7C382d1a0a467b4c63a4fcf3a9e1f021aa%7C0%7C0%7C638929574476640465%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CrA8qAKdMDjK%2BclW34QIiFzujQmffTRbfBlUVZs%2Beac%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DEIV3cby1OKo&data=05%7C02%7Cwturechek%40calstrawberry.org%7C786e8ad540544d67a1c408ddef101036%7C382d1a0a467b4c63a4fcf3a9e1f021aa%7C0%7C0%7C638929574476640465%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CrA8qAKdMDjK%2BclW34QIiFzujQmffTRbfBlUVZs%2Beac%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.criticalmention.com%2Fapp%2F%23%2Fclip%2Fsearch%2F9d7a7b80-8d20-46df-b52c-076e16f9b259%3FccTextHiWords%3Dmonarch%2520butterfly%2Cmonarch%2520butterflies%2CDanaus%2520plexippus%2Cpesticide%2Cpesticides%2Cinsecticide%2Cinsecticides%2Cherbicide%2Cherbicides%2Cchemical%2520exposure%2Cpyrethroid%2Cpermethrin%2Cbifenthrin%2Ccypermethrin%2Cneonicotinoid%2Cglyphosate%2Cdeath%2Cdie%2Cmass%2520mortality%2Cmortality%2Cdecline%2Ccollapse%2Cexposure%2Ccontamination&data=05%7C02%7Cwturechek%40calstrawberry.org%7C786e8ad540544d67a1c408ddef101036%7C382d1a0a467b4c63a4fcf3a9e1f021aa%7C0%7C0%7C638929574476657950%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RSUotAYHTJ6Ega0oTOZxJyPzsnsWT%2FM8q12554lMn6w%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.criticalmention.com%2Fapp%2F%23%2Fclip%2Fsearch%2F9d7a7b80-8d20-46df-b52c-076e16f9b259%3FccTextHiWords%3Dmonarch%2520butterfly%2Cmonarch%2520butterflies%2CDanaus%2520plexippus%2Cpesticide%2Cpesticides%2Cinsecticide%2Cinsecticides%2Cherbicide%2Cherbicides%2Cchemical%2520exposure%2Cpyrethroid%2Cpermethrin%2Cbifenthrin%2Ccypermethrin%2Cneonicotinoid%2Cglyphosate%2Cdeath%2Cdie%2Cmass%2520mortality%2Cmortality%2Cdecline%2Ccollapse%2Cexposure%2Ccontamination&data=05%7C02%7Cwturechek%40calstrawberry.org%7C786e8ad540544d67a1c408ddef101036%7C382d1a0a467b4c63a4fcf3a9e1f021aa%7C0%7C0%7C638929574476657950%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RSUotAYHTJ6Ega0oTOZxJyPzsnsWT%2FM8q12554lMn6w%3D&reserved=0


Western Monarch Butterfly West Coast Lady Butterfly Large Marble Butterfly
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CSC Research
Kevin Gee, Chairman of the Research Committee
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Image credit to Glenn Cole in Watsonville, CA 



Cal Poly Strawberry Center
Gerald Holmes, Shashika Hewavitharana, Mohammad Aghaee, John Lin

Pathology | Entomology | Automation
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• California Strawberry Commission
• Andrew Molinar, Erika Escalona, 

Gabriel Sacher 
• Mark Martinez, Alex Ayala, Amrith 

Gunasekera
• Jason Sharrett, Miriam Mendez, Saul 

Valdez, Roberto Mendoza
• Jodi Reinman, Diana Garcia
• Rick Tomlinson, Chris Christian, 

Gurpreet Chohan

• Automation Team @ Cal Poly
• John Lin, Genki Konda, Aiden Fischer, 

Brendan Holt

• Cal Poly Strawberry Center
• Gerald Holmes, Shashika 

Hewavitharana, Mohammad Aghaee, 
Alison Stevens, Kyle Blauer, Samantha 
Simard

• University, Government, and 
Industry Researchers

• Mitchell Feldmann, Glenn Cole, Allison 
Krill-Brown, Elias Marvinney
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