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Prescribed Burn Associations
“Burning from the bottom up”





Humboldt County PBA 2017





Central Coast PBA

Monterey, San Benito, Santa Cruz counties



Watsonville Slough Training burn, Sunday July 18. CCPBA first burn!



Building a culture of good fire

“Firelighter” training
Training burns  

Pile burn workshops
“Fire followers” tours 

Burn plans
Burn Bossing
TREX events

Burn equipment
                 

Ecological burning in a “land of contrast”
Redwood forest, Oak savanna, Coastal prairie, Pine woodlands, 

Coastal scrub, Maritime chaparral, Chamise chaparral



PBAs are nothing without community: Cowboys, Indians, 
Land Trusts, College Students, Researches, Landowners, 

Foresters, State Parks, Ecologists, Fire Departments, and the 
Fire-curious



Why do we burn? All fire in CA can be ecologically appropriate
Because fire was as common as rain 



“Approximately 1.8 million ha burned annually in California prehistorically (pre 1800). Skies 
were likely smoky much of the summer and fall in California during the prehistoric period. 
Increasing the spatial extent of fire in California is an important management objective.”

(Stephens et al. 2007. Forest Ecology and Management)

4.3 Million acres!



"fire to enhance specific plant species, optimize hunting 
conditions, maintain open travel routes, and generally 

support the flourishing
 of the species upon which they depend” 
Frank Lake, USFS ecologist/ Karuk Tribe







California
Range Improvement Associations



1954: over 250,000 permitted acres burned!



“…for livestock, grazing and for the wildlife habitat 
and to reduce the wildfire hazard.”



San Benito Range Improvement Association
Bear Valley Ranch, Schmidt Family 1970

courtesy Kathy Spencer







Coyote brush mortality study: mastication vs chainsaw vs crushing vs control
San Jose State University and UC Cooperative Extension









Fall Chamise burning 



Winter Chamise Burning

Chamise chaparral burning: 
Live fuel moisture below 40%, lots of head fire



Ecological benefits: Native forb/ geophyte stimulation, 
pollinator response, obligate seeder response, subsurface water, 

Deer and Elk forage



Winter burning is similar to a branding



Other Ranch burning:
Oak woodland winter burning



Maritime chaparral: Crush, then burn in cool weather. 
Stimulates obligate seeders, forb promotion, 

decrease Douglas fir and Oak encroachment, wildfire 
resilience  



Invasive species control:
• Himalayan black berry

• Yellow star thistle and Medusa head grass
• French broom
• Douglas fir 



Coastal prairie: Thatch reduction, forb and perennial grass promotion, 
decrease Douglas fir, Oak and Coyote bush encroachment, wildfire resilience  



Contact: Jared Childress

 childress.ember@gmail.com

Check out

CALPBA.ORG
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