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Presentation Notes
And prescribed fire is such a versatile tool. We use it for fuels reduction, training, invasive control, cultural resources, woody encroachment, biodiversity, habitat… And it’s one of the most cost effective tools in our tool box, mostly because we can treat large areas in short amounts of time. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
California is a fire-adapted state. Stephen Pyne, a fire historian, said in his recent book about CA that 54% of California’s ecosystems are fire-dependent, and most of the rest are fire-adapted. 



Many California landscapes are not only fire-adapted—they’re also human-adapted 

Taylor, A. H., Trouet, V., Skinner, C. N., & Stephens, S. (2016). 
Socioecological transitions trigger fire regime shifts and 
modulate fire–climate interactions in the Sierra Nevada, USA, 
1600–2015 CE. Proceedings of the National Academy of 
Sciences, 113(48), 13684-13689.
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Presentation Notes
Many of our favorite landscapes look the way they do because humans have been managing them for millennia with fire. This great paper that came out last year showed that major shifts in fire regimes in the Sierra Nevada over the last 400 years were not due to climate, as the researchers originally thought. Rather, the shifts coincided with major shifts in human management of the land. Four major periods. The last period is the only one where we start to see climate overriding human management, and it’s the period with the biggest disconnect between people and fire. 



Fire problem #1: fire exclusion

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is the main narrative that we hear: a hundred years of fire suppression have caused major build-ups of fuel, which are causing even more out of control fires and requiring more suppression resources and dollars. As a society, we’ve gotten to a point where we can admit that was a mistake.



Fire problem #2: Losing the human connection to fire



CAL FIRE private lands prescribed fire acres, 1981-2015
Historical private 

lands burning 
(widespread)

Current private 
lands burning 

(almost non-existent)



Agencies can’t do it on their own



Cooperative burning!



Learning from other places: the prescribed burn association model



Bringing the PBA model to Humboldt County

Hunt Burn, 6/29/2017
• Goals: provide training and 

reduce invasive grass cover 
(medusahead) 

• 18 acres, 25 volunteers, 2 
VFD engines





Bringing the PBA model to Humboldt County

Mazeppa Burn, 10/31/2017
• Goals: provide training and 

restore coastal rangelands 
(reduce Baccharis cover)

• 140 acres, 23 volunteers, 6 
fire departments





Bringing the PBA model to Humboldt County

Chalk Mt. Burn, 12/14/2017
• Goals: provide training and 

maintain oak woodland 
restoration area

• 20 acres, 12 volunteers, 
1 VFD engine





Humboldt County Prescribed Burn Association



This is great, but what about all the barriers?

• Liability and insurance
• Permits and regulations
• Public opinion
• Narrow burn windows
• Funding



Call me – let’s work together!

Lenya Quinn-Davidson
lquinndavidson@ucanr.edu

(707) 445-7351

Upcoming workshops:
Mt. Shasta, April 23-24

Blodgett, May 14-15
Sierra Foothills REC, May 16-17

Ukiah, May 31

mailto:lquinndavidson@ucanr.edu
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