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Who we are & What we do



Components of Nation's Forest Sink

2016 - MMTCO2

Source USEPA 2017/FS data  

Providing Forest Leadership Since 1875
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Water, Wildlife, People and Climate
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Everywhere – Urban to Rural
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Community ReLeaf 
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American ReLeaf 



Since 1991, American Forests has 

completed over 140 reforestation 

projects in California, planting 8.4 

million trees. Partners include:

 U.S. Bureau of Land 

Management 

 U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service

 U.S. Forest Service (15 

National Forest Units)

 CA Dept. of Parks and 

Recreation

 CA Wildlife 

Conservation Board

• CA Dept. of Forestry 

and Fire Protection

 Sierra Nevada 

Conservancy

 Mattole Restoration 

Council

 Resource Conservation 

Districts

 Sugar Pine Foundation

 The Forest Foundation

 Southern Sierra All-

lands Recovery and 

Restoration Project 

Partnership



Niche & Forest Health Philosophy 



Linking Forestry, Science & Policy



Restoring Resilience



Climate-Smart Forest Management Tools  

Climate-Smart Forest ManagementTools

Partnership:
Public-private partnerships organized at landscape scale that apply climate innovations and encourage 
knowledge  sharing while collaborating to create an adaptive learning environment in the face of rapid 

change and uncertainty. 

Climate-Smart
Fire

Climate-Smart
Thinning

Climate-Smart
Reforestation

WHY:Climate change hasincreasedforest mortalityand doubled wildfire risk across the West and will rapidly grow worse

WHAT: Dramatically adjust the structure and composition of western forests for climate resilience

HOW: Through 3 climate-smart forestry tactics delivered with a sense of urgency, increased scale & technical rigor



Sexy Seedlings vs. Solution Seedlings 



The Reforestation Pipeline

R



Initial site 
prep

Planting

Short-term 
management

Long-term 
management

• Fuel 
Reduction

• Shrub 
Control

• Site 
Selection

• Species 
Diversity

• Monitoring
• Interplanting
• Manual 

Release
• Shrub 

Control 
• Rx Fire

• Ongoing 
Monitoring

• Reintroduc
tion of 
Natural 
Wildfire 



Initial Site Prep & Shrub Control 



Planting



Short Term Management 

Source: UCANR



Long Term Management 



Climate-Smart Reforestation Menu 

• Tree species selection

• Resilient genetics

• Specialized & site-specific 
planting techniques

• Densities and patterns that 
consider future climate

• Recreating the forests of 
tomorrow with a good fire 
adapted future

Site 
Selection

Species 
Diversity

Strategic 
Spacing



Site Selection



Species Selection & Diversity



Strategic Spacing



Climate Conversations



Identifying Needs & Securing Resources 







Identify Needs & Securing Resources 
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https://www.dropbox.com/sh/agg6j3avpqlg83x/AADLmqnhfFgufMLJ3__M0_bKa?dl=0&preview=1t.org+US+Chapter+slide.pptx
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Protect, Grow & Restore Future Forests



Tools & Resources 
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Nursery Limitations
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Carbon Budget Model 



The Carbon Budget Model of the
Canadian Forest Sector

• Model of forest ecosystem carbon dynamics at various levels:

stand  operational  state  regional  national

• Links to associated CBM-Framework for Harvested Wood Products 
model

• Model is spatially referenced – not tied to specific locations, but can 
reference types of forest stands using inventory classifiers

What we’re doing: The CBM-CFS3
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Work Force Capacity Limitations 



Work Force Capacity Bottlenecks 

Planning

Implementation

Availability of 
Skilled Workforce



A Collective Way Forward



Movement Building

“Shared Stewardship is about 
working together in an integrated 
way to make decisions and take 
actions on the land.”

- USDA Forest Service Chief,                    
Vicki Christiansen



Bipartisan Policy Leadership



Comprehensive Strategy



Non-Profits

501c3s

Collective Responsibility for Wicked Problems

Local

Government

Local 
Knowledge

Foundation

Funds

Corporation

Contribution

Private 
Investors

Place-
Based 

Partners

State 
Leadership

Academia

Climate

Scientist

Federal 
Agencies



Britta Dyer, CA State Director 
bdyer@americanforests.org

@DyerDialogue

www.AmericanForests.org
@American Forests

Questions? 

mailto:bdyer@americanforests.org
http://www.americanforests.org/

