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Berries
B l ac k b e r r i e s

Erect Blackberries

Of all the berries, blackberries are the most
adapted to California, primarily because of
their heat tolerance. Although blackberries do
well in a variety of soil types, they perform
much better in very deep, well-drained, alluvial soils. In all locations, blackberries require
frequent irrigations so that they are always
moist. They do very well on the coast because
cool temperatures bring out and maintain
excellent flavor qualities.

■

Black Satin. Midseason; berries large,
shiny black fruit, tart flavor; thornless,
hardy, vigorous; good for processing.

■

Cherokee. Midseason; berries medium
large, black, firm; vigorous; thorny, tolerates heat.

■

Cheyenne. Early; berries very large, firm,
attractive; vigorous, moderately thorny,
hardy, tolerates heat.

C u l ti vars

■

Chester. Late; berries large, round, deep
black, tart flavor; canes thornless, very vigorous and productive. Good processing
berry.

■

Darrow. Vigorous, hardy, productive.

■

Hull Thornless. Midseason to late; berries
large, firm, good sweet flavor; thornless,
vigorous, productive.

■

Shawnee. Midseason; long fruiting season;
berries very large, shiny black, medium
firm; vigorous, thorny, very productive, tolerates heat.

The two basic types of blackberries are erect
and trailing. Erect blackberries have stiff, arching canes that are somewhat self-supporting.
Trailing blackberries have canes that are not
self-supporting. On the East Coast, trailing
blackberries are also known as dewberries.
Blackberry plants live for many years; however, the canes grow one season (primocanes),
produce fruit the second season (floricanes),
and then die. Berries are borne on short lateral
shoots produced on the floricanes. Listed
below are important erect and trailing blackberry cultivars in California and their fruiting
characteristics.

Trailing Blackberries
■

Boysen. Midseason; berries very large,
deep maroon, soft, excellent distinct flavor;
thorny but thornless types available; tolerates heat.

■

Kotata. Midseason; berries large, glossy
black, firm, good flavor; thorny, vigorous,
productive.

■

Logan. Early; berries medium, long, dark
red, soft, excellent, unique flavor; thornless
type available.

■

Marion. Midseason; berries large, bright
black, firm, excellent flavor; thorny, productive.

■

Ollalie. Midseason; berries medium to
large, bright black, firm, good flavor; vigorous, productive.

■

Silvan. Early to midseason; berries large,
black; medium firm, excellent flavor;
thorny, very productive.

Figure 16.1

length is optional

Approximate dimensions of cane and bush berry raised beds.

8–10 ft
(2.4–3.0 m)
2 ft
(60 cm)

4 ft
(1.2 m)
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8–10 in
(20–25 cm)

