
Helpline Hot Topic for December 2018 
What’s Up with My Citrus? 

By Cynthia Zimmerman  
 
Did you ever receive an orange in your Christmas stocking?  I always did.  There are several ideas 
put forth about the meaning of this tradition.  I recently read one that I thought is apropos to 
Master Gardeners.  “December is the season of giving, and the orange segments represent the 
ability to share what you have with others.” 
 
Depending upon the weather, December can be a slow month in the garden.  But there are still 
things happening that often require a call to the Master Gardener help line.  In reviewing the call 
logs for December over the past five years, the number one topic has been citrus; primarily 
oranges and lemons.  The questions include everything from citrus leaf miner, blue mold and 
cottony cushion scale to glyphosate damage to roof rats and squirrels to water requirements, 
temperature tolerance and pruning.  
 
There are so many great resources available to us for diagnosing issues with citrus.  Knowing this, 
I am refraining from writing a “brilliant” article this month; instead choosing to refer you to those 
who have already done so in the area of citrus.  Consider this my orange in your Christmas 
stocking that will hopefully aid in your sharing with others. 
 
A good place to start is by using the UC IPM Plant Problem Diagnostic Tool.  It will help you narrow 
down the possibilities of what might be wrong with the plant or fruit. 
 
Plant Problem Diagnostic Tool https://www2.ipm.ucanr.edu/diagnostics/ 
 
These sites can also be helpful as diagnostic tools. 
 
Citrus - Diseases and Disorders of Leaves and Twigs   (good pictures) 

http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/C107/m107bpleaftwigdis.html 
Citrus – Diseases and Disorders of Fruit    (good pictures) 

    http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/C107/m107bpfruitdis.html 
UC The California Backyard Orchard – Citrus  A good index of resource information on citrus 
   http://homeorchard.ucanr.edu/Fruits_&_Nuts/Citrus/ 
 
Once you have a general idea of what the problem is you can go to websites such as the 
following for more specific information.  

 
Citrus Leaf miner       http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/PESTNOTES/pn74137.html 
Asian Citrus Psyllid   http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/PESTNOTES/pn74155.html 
Scales       http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/PESTNOTES/pn7408.html 
Whiteflies       http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/PESTNOTES/pn7401.html 
Cottony Cushion Scales    http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/PESTNOTES/pn7410.html 
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Sooty Mold        http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/PESTNOTES/pn74108.html 
Snails & Slugs        http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/PESTNOTES/pn7427.html 
Rats       http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/PESTNOTES/pn74106.html 
Squirrels    http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/PESTNOTES/pn74122.html 
Citrus Fruit Split   https://anrcatalog.ucanr.edu/pdf/8038.pdf 
Frost Protection for Citrus  https://anrcatalog.ucanr.edu/pdf/8100.pdf 
 
For general information on how to care for citrus the following site can be very helpful. 
 
Citrus Year Round IPM Program http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/C107/citrus-checklist.pdf 
 

On the subject of oranges:   
“Try not imagining the juice running down your fingers, the soft inner part of the peel. The smell. 
Try and you can't. The brain doesn't process negatives.”  - Doug Coupland   
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