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As gardeners our world consists of plants, soils, diseases, pests, and compost.  We design our 
gardens around themes, purposes, moisture, light, view, and usage.  At times we treat 
ourselves by including the non-botanical things that give us pleasure such as sculpture, whimsy, 
music, and animals such as rabbits, chickens, butterflies, bees, and birds. 
 
Though they can be messy and at times a nuisance in the vegetable garden, I try to make birds 
welcome in my garden.  My grandfather influenced my appreciation for birds by giving me The 
Audubon Society Field Guide to North American Birds Western Edition fifty years ago after I had 
asked for his help identifying a Red-shafted Flicker that was hanging out in my acacia tree.  As I 
have moved around the United States I have found great pleasure in bird watching, even buying 
the Eastern Edition when I moved to Texas.   
 
My true appreciation of birds came about when my boys gave me a wonderful concrete 
birdbath while living in North Carolina.   That birdbath has been moved long distances twice as I 
came back to California.  I have learned that water is very important to birds and whether they 
are feeder visitors or not, providing water will entice birds into a garden.  Birds of all shapes and 
sizes come to drink and bathe, sharing it occasionally with a thirsty squirrel.  At times I’ve felt I 
should set up a “take a number” system because of the number of birds waiting for their turn at 
the birdbath.  I’ve so enjoyed watching parent birds bring their babies to splash around like 
little children all in the pool at one time.  I regularly get jays, mocking birds, doves, house 
finches and sparrows with migratory arrivals of robins, gold finches, American gold finches, 
nuthatches, dark-eyed juncos, and cedar waxwings. This year for the first time we’ve had 
several black phoebes helping with the flying insect population.  Even an occasional hawk has 
dropped by.  
 
I quickly learned that birdbaths come with some responsibility.  You’d think you could just 
locate it in the garden and be done with it.  Not so.  They require upkeep.  Unless it has a pump, 
meaning an electrical hook-up and a water line to it, you will have to fill it regularly.  It also 
must be cleaned.  Allowing moss, algae, and litter to accumulate in it can be a health hazard for 
the birds as well as a great mosquito breeding ground.    
 
Offered here are a few pointers for having a birdbath in your garden. 

• Optimum depth is 1-3 inches.  Too deep can be hazardous to small birds.  

• Locate where easily visible by birds and that offer you decent views for watching. 

• Position where it will not accumulate grass clippings from the lawn mower or weed. 
eater, seed from the bird feeder or tree litter; all of which contribute to dirty conditions.  

• Choosing a shady spot can help reduce algae growth. 

• Too close to a window can be dangerous for the birds due to collision possibilities. 

• Keep clear of areas where predators can lie in wait or have easy access. 



• Nearby water source is necessary for cleaning and filling. 

• Cleanliness is imperative.  Avian diseases can be caused by bird feces and shed feathers 
left in the birdbath.   

• Two to three times a week, empty, spray with pressurized nozzle, and refill. (To 
minimize mosquito breeding do this every day and/or use bird-safe mosquito blocks in 
the water). 

• For thorough cleaning scrub with a nylon brush and a solution of 1 part white distilled 
vinegar to 4 parts water, leaving it on for 15 minutes before thoroughly rinsing.  For 
concrete birdbaths, if very dirty and/or stained, use a solution of 1 part chlorine bleach 
to 4 parts water leaving it on for 30 minutes or longer then thoroughly rinse.  Do not use 
the bleach on metal birdbaths.  Be sure to cover the birdbath so birds can’t have access 
while waiting for cleaner to work. 

 
Backyard birds can be an enjoyable part of a garden ecosystem.  Adding a birdbath can increase 
the numbers and varieties of birds that visit and provide great enjoyment for the gardener.  A 
birdbath can reflect a gardener’s personality and be added to the environment relatively 
inexpensively.  For some ideas for your garden birdbath:   
https://www.thespruce.com/diy-bird-baths-4172975  
https://morningchores.com/diy-bird-bath/ 
https://balconygardenweb.com/best-homemade-diy-bird-bath-ideas/ 
 
“.. most birdwatchers are simply urbanized men and women with a desire to return to nature 
and enjoy the beauty, song, grace and charm of birds.” --- Miklos D.F. Udvardy  
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