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We often hear the playful question:  “Which came first, the chicken or the egg?”  A gardener’s 
version might be:  “Which came first:  the tree or the see or the cutting?”  Propagation – Quotes 
for Gardeners (1) 
 
This is the time of the year when I look at my garden areas, adjoining patio and porch and start 
dreaming of new things next year.  I do not have tour-worthy gardens at my house though I 
would love it if I did.  Since returning to Fresno with its drought and heat I have struggled to 
bring new life to old soil and keep things alive.  At times it can be disheartening. 
 
Thankfully I recently had an experience that reminded me of why I enjoy gardening.  I was 
deeply disappointed when one of my favorite colorful potted thriving succulents shriveled up 
and died after blooming, a few of the leaves having fallen off and blown into the corner of my 
porch.  Picking up the leaves, I tossed them into a dish, set them aside, and forgot about them.  
Much to my surprise and delight when I decided to throw them away three weeks later, all the 
leaves had produced magnificent roots; the possibility of new plants and I hadn’t done anything 
except let nature take its course. 
 
The act of producing a new plant from a parent plant, otherwise known as propagation, can be 
a very enjoyable and rewarding part of gardening.   

• Is there a plant that you have that you’d like more of but can’t seem to find in the 
nurseries?   

• Are you on a tight budget and would love some “free” plants?   

• Would you like to share some of your plants with family and friends? 

• Do you enjoy the process or challenge of “creating” something from nothing?    
If you answered “Yes” to any of these questions, then you need to try propagating your own 
plants.   
 
Through the years I have propagated plants through seed, cuttings, stem cuttings, root cuttings, 
layering, separation, and division.  Sometimes my efforts have failed but more often than not I 
have found success and satisfaction in the accomplishment of new plants in my garden and 
pots.  Although I have done propagation throughout the year, autumn is the time when I most 
frequently take cuttings and start new plants.  With a little protection through the winter, the 
plants are ready in the spring for beds and pots.   
 
There are several caveats to remember with plant propagation. 

• Patience is a virtue.  It takes time to get a full grown plant. 



• If propagating from plants other than your own, always ask permission.  Taking bits and 
pieces from botanical gardens, nurseries, garden tours, and unsuspecting neighbors 
without asking is not acceptable gardening etiquette. 

• Follow current regulations and quarantines concerning transportation of plant material 
from state to state and from area to area within the state.  Ignoring this can spread 
insects and diseases that can be disastrous to more than just your garden, i.e. HLB 
(huanglongbing and the citrus industry).  Bringing a piece of grandma’s plant home with 
you may not be legal. 

 
Want to try propagating?  There are a couple websites that may prove helpful to you.  

• Healthy Garden Tips  - Plant Propagation   
https://ucanr.edu/sites/ucmgnapa/files/81929.pdf 

• What is Plant Propagation – Types of Plant Propagation 
https://www.gardeningknowhow.com/garden-how-to/propagation/propgen/types-of-
plant-propagation.htm 

For specific propagation questions, contact the Master Gardener Helpline.  E-mail your question 
to mgfresno@ucdavis.edu or call (559) 241-7534, M-F, 9-12.  Another great resource is the 
California Master Gardener Handbook 2nd edition. 
 
In The Oxford Dictionary propagation is defined as: 
     1) the breeding of specimens of a plant … by natural processes from the parent stock, 
     2) the action of widely spreading and promoting an idea, theory, etc.   
As Master Gardeners we have the opportunity as gardeners to propagate plants in our own 
gardens and at Garden of the Sun for our Spring Garden Tour Plant Sale.  More importantly we 
have a mandate to spread and promote accurate information, ideas, research, the wisdom and 
the joy of gardening to our community.  We are propagators in every aspect of the definition; 
one might even say master propagators. 
 
(1) Propagation – Quotes for Gardeners compiled by Michael P Garofalo 

http://www.gardendigest.com/nurture.htm 
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