
Helpline Hot Topic for January 2020 
Gardening Resolutions 

By Cynthia Zimmerman 
 

“We will open the book.  Its pages are blank.  We are going to put words on them ourselves.  
The book is called Opportunity and its first chapter is New Year’s Day.”  -- Edith Lovejoy Pierce 
 
January; the time some of us make resolutions for the New Year and some of us say, “Why 
bother, I never keep them.”  How about a new approach?   
 
As a gardener keep it simple and resolve to do just one thing this year; the change in your yard 
or garden that you never get around to, growing the new plant you’ve been eyeing but aren’t 
sure about, keeping a garden journal to record your successes and failures, splurging on a tool 
you’ve been wanting, getting or organizing a potting bench, or trying a new gardening 
technique. Choose something that will please you and give you a sense of accomplishment or 
enjoyment throughout the year. 
 
If you’d like to do more than one thing, but still keep it simple, consider the following.  
Throughout the year the UCCE Master Gardeners of Fresno County provide many opportunities 
for gardeners to increase their knowledge about design, techniques, problems and diseases, 
research, trends and just plain fun things to do while gardening.  Below I offer a few 
suggestions for consideration when making your resolutions for 2020. 

• Gardening Questions?  Try our Helpline.  Call M-F 9-12 [559-241-7534] or email us your 
problems including pictures [mgfresno@uc.davis.edu]. 

• Attend our Annual Spring Garden Tour – April 18, 2020 – 5 homes plus Garden of the 
Sun with plant sale. 

• Visit and explore our web page regularly.  It is constantly being updated to provide 
current information for gardeners.  https://ucanr.edu/sites/mgfresno/ 

• Visit Garden of the Sun, our demonstration garden - 
https://ucanr.edu/sites/mgfresno/Garden_of_the_Sun_Demonstration_Garden/ 

• Sign up for announcements of our activities and classes.  
https://ucanr.edu/survey/survey.cfm?surveynumber=11324 

• Purchase A Gardener’s Companion for the Central San Joaquin Valley.  This book has 
monthly articles and To Do lists for our unique part of the Central San Joaquin Valley.   
https://ucanr.edu/sites/mgfresno/gard_comp/ 

• Attend one or many of our Adult Education Classes throughout the year on everything 
from irrigation to composting to roses to succulents to starting veggies. 
https://ucanr.edu/sites/mgfresno/Gardening_Classes/  

• Come see us at the Home and Garden Show March 6-8 at the Fresno Fairgrounds and 
bring your gardening questions. 

• Bring your kids and grandkids to our Annual Kids’ Garden Day May 9, 9:30-12:00 at 
Garden of the Sun. 
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• Want to become a Master Gardener?  Register for the 2021 Master Gardener Training 
Class.  Information will be posted on our website during this coming summer. 

 
Here’s wishing you a happy and prosperous 2020 and your best year yet in the garden, with or 
without resolutions! 

 


