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Get Prepared! 

Garden for Your Tahoe 

Fire Defensible 

Space! Get tips on how 

to garden for each of 

your defensible space 

zones here!  

 

 

 

 

  

 

Greetings Tahoe Gardeners! 

We hope that you are doing well and enjoying 

summer! I know that we are all spending as much 

time as we can in our gardens. We are all pretty 

fortunate to live in such a beautiful place during our 

current public health situation. It has been a bumpy 

spring but we are pleased to announce that our new 

2020 UC Master Gardener of Lake Tahoe Training 

Session commenced in mid-April and we are about 

halfway completed. We are excited to have 19 new 

Master Gardeners to be joining us.  

We hope that you were able to join us for one of the 

virtual veggie gardening workshops this past spring! 

Thank you to the many of you who joined us and 

supported the program! We are looking for 

additional ways to join you in your gardening efforts 

from a virtual platform. We hope to announce some 

new activities in the near future. If you have any 

gardening questions please don't hesitate to reach 

out to us.  

Cheers, Megan Suarez 
UC Master Gardener of Lake Tahoe Coordinator 

 

  

 

2020 Grow 

Your Own 

Workshop 

Series 

Thank you to our 

partners and 

participants for a 

successful season of virtual Grow Your 

Own High Elevation Gardening workshops! 

Workshops were hosted by UC Davis TERC, 

UCCE Master Gardeners of Lake Tahoe, 

Slow Food Lake Tahoe, Tahoe Heritage 

Foundation, and UNR Desert Farming 

Initiative. 

The five free workshops were hosted 

virtually with a goal to prepare the Tahoe 

gardener for growing their own food. All 

workshops can still be accessed! Our 

partners at UC Davis Tahoe Environmental 

Research Center have uploaded 

everything in a one stop shopping link -
https://tahoe.ucdavis.edu/garden-

workshops  
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Don't Waste Your Yard Waste! 

  

 

  

By: Bonnie Turnbull, UC Master Gardener of Lake Tahoe 

Part 1: What to do with Green “Waste” 

Sheltering-in-place has many of us beautifying our 

spaces and cleaning up. You have raked up your pine 

needles. Wisely, you left a light layer of organic material 

all around to prevent erosion of your topsoil (Keep our 

lake clean!), hold moisture, and foster your small patch 

of nature. But you were especially careful to clean 

needles away from your structures because…What if a 

wildfire ember landed there at the base of your 

foundation? Then you had a choice to make. Continue 

reading...  
 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

Don't Waste Your Yard Waste! - Part Two  
 

By: Bonnie Turnbull, UC Master Gardener of Lake Tahoe 

Part 2: The Plastic Bag IS a total waste! 

Thank you, dear neighbor of mine, for removing 42 

bags of yard waste from your yard. You have made us 

safer for fire season. But look at all the bags! Let’s take 

a moment to imagine the vast number of plastic bags 

that we, locals, send to South Tahoe Refuse. What is 

inside those bags of yard waste won’t be wasted. (See 

Yard Waste is Not Wasted, Part 1) But how about the 

plastic bags? They get recycled—right? Wrong. Those 

plastic bags are a total waste.  

Problem 1: The plastic bags often tear. Small bits get 

mixed into the yard waste and pollute the finished 

compost with microplastics. Continue reading...  

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

Make a non-combustible zone the 

'foundation' of your firewise landscape!  
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By: Susie Kocher, Forestry Advisor,UC-Central Sierra 

Do you have foundation plantings your 

house? Many of our homes do – either we 

planted vegetation close to the house’s 

foundation or it was there when we bought 

the home. This vegetation is a legacy of the 

concept of ‘foundation planting promoted by 

landscapers and landscape architects as a 

way to frame a house and anchor it to the 

site. A quick review of landscaping websites 

will reveal that planting trees, shrubs, vines, 

grasses, and ground covers around a house is 

still promoted to create a transition between 

the built environment and the rest of the 

garden. Continue reading...  

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

Tahoe Home Landscaping Guide - there's 

great gardening info in there!  
  

Remember the field guide that you were handed out 

during your BMP site assessment? Well, we hope you 

do because there is some really great resources in 

there! We want to recommend that you revisit Chapter 

9 - Improve your Soils & Use Fertilizer Sparingly. Often 

times we get asked the question about how to 

enhance your soil. In this section they talk a lot about 

how we have a thin topsoil in Tahoe and we should 

take all efforts to not lose what we have. As a Tahoe 

gardener focus on building up your organic matter. 

Build it up with decaying plant material, mulch, 

compost and other aged natural materials. BUT Make 

sure you do these activities in accordance with fire 

defensible space recommendations (don't keep these 

materials near your home's foundation!)  

Go ahead take another look at Chapter 9- we promise 

you will be glad you did.  
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A Few of our Favorite Natives... 

 

By: Lynne Brosch, UC Master Gardener 

A Few of Our Favorite Natives Focus on Shrubs  

Oregon Grape - This native shrub, sometimes called holly 

grape, is a tough plant that can truly survive with little to no 

care after it is established. When I first came to Tahoe I 

owned a home with all native plantings that had been 

abandoned for some time. I also was gone from April to 

September. The back yard was loaded with Oregon Grape 

that received no attention and virtually no water most of 

the summer except for the occasional shower. It was 

growing beautifully and actually needed to be cut back 

after years of neglect. Continue reading..   

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

UCCE Master Gardeners of Lake Tahoe 

530-314-8383 

laketahoemg@ucanr.edu  

https://ucanr.edu/sites/mglaketahoe/ 
 

Connect with us 

   

 

UC Cooperative Extension Central Sierra | 311 Fair Lane, Placerville, CA 95667  

Unsubscribe {recipient's email}  

Update Profile | About Constant Contact  

Sent by laketahoemg@ucanr.edu in collaboration with  
 

 

Try email marketing for free today!  
 

 

 

THIS IS A TEST EMAIL ONLY. 
This email was sent by the author for the sole purpose of testing a draft message. If you believe you have 
received the message in error, please contact the author by replying to this message. Constant Contact takes 
reports of abuse very seriously. If you wish to report abuse, please forward this message to 
abuse@constantcontact.com. 

 

 

https://ucanr.edu/sites/mglaketahoe/files/274113.pdf
https://ucanr.edu/sites/mglaketahoe/files/274113.pdf
mailto:laketahoemg@ucanr.edu
https://ucanr.edu/sites/mglaketahoe/
https://www.facebook.com/LakeTahoeMG/
https://www.facebook.com/LakeTahoeMG/
http://www.constantcontact.com/legal/about-constant-contact
mailto:laketahoemg@ucanr.edu
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=nge&rmc=VF19_3GE
mailto:abuse@constantcontact.com
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=nge&rmc=VF19_3GE
https://ucanr.edu/sites/mglaketahoe/files/274113.pdf

