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Sacramento Valley
A truly unique and exceptional place! 



Valle de Sacramento
Un lugar verdaderamente único y excepcional!





Sacramento 
Valley



Airplane Picture



Two million acres of family farms 
that provide the economic engine for 
the region through the production of 
rice, trees, and various row crops that 
serve as a working 
landscape and pastoral 
setting and provide
valuable habitat for 
waterfowl along the 
Pacific Flyway.

Sacramento Valley



Sacramento Valley
Habitat for 50% of 
the threatened 
and endangered
species in 
California, 
including the 
winter-run and 
spring-run salmon, 
steelhead and 
many other fish 
species.



Seven National Wildlife Refuges, 
more than fifty state Wildlife Areas and 
other privately managed wetlands that 
support the annual migration of waterfowl, 
geese and shore birds in the Pacific Flyway.  
These seasonal and permanent wetlands 
provide 65% of the North American 
Waterfowl Management Plan objectives;

Sacramento Valley



Sacramento Valley

The small towns and rural 
communities that form the backbone of 
the region, as well as the State Capital 
that serves as the center of government 
for the State of California.



The forests, meadows and canyons 
in the watersheds of the 
Sierra Nevada and Coast Range.

Sacramento Valley Headwaters
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Sacramento Valley Water Year Type Index (40-30-30)
1906 - 2017

Based on Observed Unimpaired Runoff

Wet
Above Normal
Below Normal
Dry
Critical

2018 Water Year Index based 
on March 1 B-120 Forecast

90% = 5.43
50% = 5.97
10% = 6.45

1928-34

1987-94

1976-77



Water Rights in the Sacramento Valley

 Surface Water (7000+…)
 Riparian Water Rights
 Pre-1914 Water Rights
 State Water Board 

Permits and Licenses
 Central Valley Project 

Contracts
 State Water Project 

Contracts

 Groundwater
(8,000+…landowners)
 Overlying 
 Appropriative







Re-imagining our Water System



Salmon and steelhead 
rearing and spawning

Agricultural and M&I 
water supplies

Pacific Flyway migratory bird 
habitat and refuge deliveries Recreation

Hydropower
generation



Water Rights System Worked in 2014-15



A Water Budget for
Freshwater Ecosystems

 The existing system of ecosystem 
protections relies heavily on 
constraining the exercise of water rights 

 The re-imagined water system 
integrates environmental water 
management into the water rights and 
water management system



A Water Budget for Freshwater Ecosystems



A Water Budget for Freshwater Ecosystems



 Upper River

 In-River

 Floodplains

A Water Budget for Freshwater Ecosystems

Photo: CA Trout



A Water Budget for Freshwater Ecosystems



Reactivating our Floodplains
A Water Budget for Freshwater Ecosystems



A Water Budget for Freshwater Ecosystems



A Water Budget for Freshwater Ecosystems



A Water Budget for Freshwater Ecosystems

Photo: CA Trout



Water Transfers





Governor Jerry Brown
State entities w ill encourage 
negotiated agreements 
among interested parties to 
implement flow  and non-
flow  actions to meet 
regulatory standards and 
support all beneficial uses of 
water.



Governor Gavin Newsom
Our first task, our collective 
effort, must be to cross the 
finish line on real agreements 
to save the Sacramento-San 
Joaquin Bay-Delta. We must 
get this done for the resilience 
of our mighty rivers, for the 
stability of our agricultural 
sector, and for the millions and 
millions of people that depend 
on this water every day.





Voluntary Agreement Portfolio

 Additional instream and out-of-stream 
flows

 Habitat Enhancements
 Endowed Funding
 Collaboration and Regional Governance
 Robust and Structured Science Program
 Integration of Rivers



Voluntary Agreements





Voices from the Valley

norcalwater.org sacramentovalley.org

http://www.norcalwater.org/
http://sacramentovalley.org/
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