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Cider Goes Trendy  

SJ Mercury News 2-2015 



Lets start a �Name Trend� 
Apple Juice Apple Cider 

NOT Cidre 



$ 500 million in USA   
ALSO:  

 
Huge industry 

in England, 
France, & 

Spain 
Craft Beer 

“categories” (Chicago Cider 
Summit) 

#1 – IPA 

#2 – Cider 

#3 - ???? 



Emerging Industry  
351 Cider Makers in USA 
 
40 in Oregon 
 
10 in Washington 
 
12 in Sonoma County 

NOVEMBER 2014 



Information on making Cider 

Cider Summit San Francisco 



Wine and Brewing Courses 



CA Association  



Various Ciders 



Two 1o Cider Categories 
Beer-like 

•  $ 6-10  - six pack 
•  $ 10 -14.00 - 22 oz. bottle 

Wine-like 
•  $ 15 - $30 – 22 oz. bottle 
•  $15 – 375 ml bottle 



Top 14 US Cider Brands ($) 

PD 1-11-2015 John Burgess 

1.    Angry Orchard – Boston Beer Co: $208.1 million 
2.    Woodchuck – C&C Group:$38.3 million 
3.    Johnny Cider – Anheuser-Busch: $20.7 million 
4.    Smith and Forge – Miller-Coors $19.6 million 
5.    Strongbow – Heineken USA: $15.2 million 
6.    Stella Artois Cidre – Anheuser-Busch: $11.9 million 
7.    Crispin – Miller Coors: $8.4 million 
8.    Michelob Cider - Anheuser-Busch: $7.5 million 
9.    Hornsby�s – C&C Group: $6.3 million 
10.  Bold Rock – Bold Rock: $2.5 million 
11.  Magners – C&C Group: $2.4 million 
12.  Wyders – C&C Group: $2.2 million 
13.  Ciderboys – Ciderboys: $2.2 million 
14.  Ace – California Cider Co: $2.2 million 





Top Rated Hard Ciders 
Posted February 9, 2015 - -  http://ciderjournal.com 
 
Carlton Cyderworks Citizen Cider - 4.5 STARS 
2013 Tilted Shed Ciderworks Lost Orchard Cider – 4.5 STARS 
2013 Tilted Shed Ciderworks Barred Rock Cider – 4.5 STARS 
South Hill Cider Company Soundpost Cider – 4.5 STARS 
Eden Sparkling Dry Cider – 4 STARS 
Bereziartua Sagardoak Basque Cider – 4 STARS 
2012 Wandering Aengus “Wanderlust” Cider – 4 STARS 
Blue Mountain Cider Company Oregonian - 4 STARS 
Westcott Bay Traditional Dry Cider - 4 STARS 
Westcott Bay Semi Dry Cider – 4 STARS 
Albemarle Ciderworks Red Hill – 4 STARS 
Albemarle Ciderworks Jupiter’s Legacy – 4 STARS 
Sea Cider Kings and Spies Hard Cider – 4 STARS 



Cider Reviews 
Wine-like (made from cider apples) 

 
• Color: light amber/orange, clear 
• Bubbles: short bust of short-lived bubbles 
• Aroma: pure and direct and fresh - ripe, bright apple - great 
intensity + orange peel, cinnamon and a hint of yeastiness 
• Body: medium - great deal of texture from tannin and acidity 
+ little or no weight is derived from sugar and the sparkle is 
apparent, but minimal 
• Flavor: intense and deep - fresh apple – slightly cooked + a 
hint of bitter like shaven apple peels + citrus + woody note 
with the tannin 
• Finish: long, lingering.  
• Alcohol: 8.6%  



Not-So-Top Rated Hard Ciders 
July 7 – 2014 ciderjournal.com 

•  Angry Orchard Crisp Apple Hard Cider 1.5 STARS 
•  Appeltreow Winery Sparkling Perry 2.5 STARS 
•  Argus Cidery 2012 Idalou Brut Sparkling Cider 3 STARS 
•  Crispin “The Saint” Artisanal Reserve Cider 3 STARS 
•  Foggy Ridge First Fruit Hard Cider 3.5 STARS 
•  Foggy Ridge Sweet Stayman Hard Cider 4 STARS 
•  J K’s Scrumpy Cider — Orchard Gate Gold 2.5 STARS 
•  Newton’s Folly Authentic Cider 1.5 STARS 
•  Woodchuck Farmhouse Select Original 91 Hard Cider 1.5 

STARS 



Cider Reviews 
Beer-like Product (Angry Orchard) 

 
• Color: Golden colored  
• Bubbles: noticeable carbonation that hits like a brick. 
• Aroma: ripe apple, Mott�s apple juice one-dimensional  
• Body: somewhat light bodied 
• Flavor: dominated by heavy amounts of residual sugar, citrus 
and a prominent stewy/apple sauce component + nothing 
bitter or sharp + spitting image of Jolly Rancher Green Apple 
candy liquified  
• Alcohol: 5.0%  

Angry Orchard will be responsible for 
introducing many people to cider in the 

United States  



Yields – Fruit & Juice  
•  1 dwarf cider apple tree will 

produce about 45 lbs. fruit. 
  

•   13 - 16 lbs. fruit produce  
1 gal. cider, depending on 
variety and pressing method 

•  125 - 150 gallons per ton 

•  15 - 40 tons/acre 



Price for apples & juice            
125-150 gallons of juice/ton fruit 

Beer-like – dessert apples 

•  $ 150-450/ton 
•  $ 1-3/gallon for juice 

Wine-like – cider apples 

•  $ 700 – 1,200/ton  
•  $6 to 8/gallon for juice  



Apple Production Information 
•  IPM for Apples and Pears # 3340 
•  Commercial Apple Production # 2456 
•  Organic Apple Prod Manual # 3403 
•  Diseases of Temperate Zone Tree Crops # 3345 
•  Biological Control of Pests by Mites # 3304 
•  Bio Control and Insect Pest Mgmt # 1911 
•  Apple Maggot in the West # 3341 
•  Apple Scab Management # 21412 
•  UC IPM Guidelines http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu  
•  Sonoma County http://cesonoma.ucdavis.edu  
•  http://fruitsandnuts.ucdavis.edu/  



Keys to Successful Apple Trees 
1.  Good location: Climate, soil, water, sunlight 
2.  Right Variety – Right Rootstock 
3.  Plant high (mound or berm) 
4.  Correct Spacing – match rootstock & soil   
5.  Train trees to central leader or open vase 
6.  Irrigation if water is available 
7.  Adequate fertility  
8.  Thin fruit efficiently 
9.  Control Weeds – Insects - Diseases 
10. Manage vigor & light with pruning  



 
 
Extension Manual 

WSU Extension 
Manual PNW0621 

(2010) 

http://maritimefruit.wsu.edu 



C. Miles, S. Galinato and J. King 
  

               Northwestern Washington Research  
             and Extension Center 

  

http://maritimefruit.wsu.edu   

Cider Apple  
Production Costs  
and Mechanization 



 
 Orchard Establishment Costs 

v  Overview of cider apple production in Washington 
v  Enterprise budget for Western Washington 

o Estimate main production costs 
o �Cost Estimation of Establishing a Cider Apple Orchard in 
Western Washington� (FS141E) 
o http://cru.cahe.wsu.edu/CEPublications/FS141E/FS141E.pdf 



Field specification Assumed values 
Total orchard operation 10 acres 

Growing area 9 acres 

Architecture Central leader system 

Rootstock Dwarf – M9 series 

Cider apple variety Several varieties (e.g., Kingston Black, 
Yarlington Mill, Brown Snout, Dabinett, 
Porter's Perfection, Vilberie, Foxwelp) 

In-row spacing  5 feet 

Between-row spacing 12 feet 

Density 726 trees/acre 

Commercial life of 
planting 

25 years (including 4 years of 
establishment) 

 
 Budget Assumptions 



$ 3,726 per acre 
Hand harvest =  

46% of variable costs 

$ 12,092 per acre =  
Total fixed and 
variable costs 



 
 Estimated Costs & Returns ($/Acre) 

Estimates  Production Year 
1 2 3 4 Full 

 Yield (bins/A) 5 12 46 (20 T) 

 Price ($/bin) 315 315 315 ($350/T) 

Total Returns $1,575 $3,780 $14,490 

  Establishment $5,764 

  Operations $1,562 $2,198 $2,752 $3,400 $3,408 

  Harvest $405 $972 $3,726 

  Maintenance $170 $195 $260 $300 $330 

Total Variables $8,264 $2,638 $3,767 $5,151 $8,131 

  Depreciation $730 $730 $730 $730 $730 

  Interest $1,226 $1,771 $2,063 $2,346 $1,226 

Total Fixed Costs $2,642 $3,187 $3,478 $3,762 $4,789 

Total Costs $10,905 $5,828 $7,425 $8,913 $12,920 

NET RETURNS -$10,905 -$5,828 -$5,850 -$5,133 $1,570 

Accumulated Costs $10,905 $16,731 $22,401 $27,534 



Price and yield scenarios during full production 

Yield 
(bins/A)   

Price (per bin) 
300 320 360 380 400 540 

20 -4,626 -4,226 -3,426 -3,026 -2,626 

25 -3,567 -3,067 -2,067 -1,567 -1,067 

30 -2,508 -1,908 -708 -108 492 

35 -1,450 -750 650 1,350 2,050 

40 -391 409 2009 2,809 3,609 

45 (20T) 668 1,598 3,368 4,268 5,168 6,976 

50 1,727 2,727 4,727 5,727 6,727 

 
 Estimated Net Returns per Acre 

1 bin = 900 lbs 
 

$320 = $711/T        $380 = $840/T             $540 = $1,200/T 



Seasonal Water Requirement 
April - October (30 yr. average in inches) (Sonoma County) 

                Marine          Coastal Cool          Coastal Warm 
April         2.8                    4.0                            4.5   
May          2.9                    5.8                            6.9 
June         2.8                    5.6                            7.0 
July          3.4                    6.1                            7.9 
August     3.1                    5.2                            6.8 
Sept.         3.1                   4.4                            5.7 
Oct.           3.1                   3.3                            3.7 
TOTAL        21.2                 34.4                         42.5  



Basic Site Feasibility 
•  Chilling - Irrigation Water - Slope 
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