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Challenge Your Thinking
AgriCULTURE & Community

• Definition of AG:
• Build upon Your 

UNIQUE Values  
and Experiences

• Memories & Legacy
• Assess Your Resources
• Learning to See the Unseen

Recognize the variety of Agricultural 
Products and Ecosystem Services that local 
AG lands and the people who steward them 

provide … then work together for fun, viable 
& sustainable communities.



Cultural Tourism

“Traveling to experience the places, 
people, artifacts and activities that 
authentically represent the stories 
and lives of people past and present.”

Isn’t that Agri CULTURE ?



Think about YOUR Favorite Memories…

What are the things you 

And your family or 

friends like to do?

Any of them on 
Your Property or 

Nearby?



Get People Out on the Land, Interacting with 
Farmers & Ranchers. Improve Community’s 

Understanding of Agriculture & Its People and 
Make Additional Money

What Is IT ?



“Any income-generating 
activity conducted on a 
working farm or ranch      
for the enjoyment and 
education of visitors.

It includes the interpretation 
of  the natural, cultural, 
historic, & environmental 
assets of the land and the 
people working on it.”

Agritourism  



Agriculture has Unique Features    
and Benefits and YOU have          

Very Special Stories to Share



Assess What You Have

Think Diversity of   
Experiences

Think Levels of Services

Think Unique 
Interpretive 
Stories

- Physical        
- Financial    -
Human       -
Community

WHO are YOUR Ideal Customers?
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Don’t Forget 
People Skills

•Love for serving people

•Leader & Motivator 

for visitors and staff

•Sense of Humor

•Strong Work Ethic

•Physical Stamina

•Problem Solvers

•Enjoy this type of work
PASSION



Resource Conservation & 
Development Councils

NRCS & Resource 
Conservation 

Districts

Chambers & 
Visitor's 
Bureaus

Ag Organizations, Land 
Trusts, Environmental 
Groups, Schools, Etc.

Arts & 
Historical 
Groups

http://www.californiarcandd.org/map.htm
http://www.californiarcandd.org/index.htm


Outdoor Opportunities

What Do YOU and YOUR 
Family like to do for fun?

History 

Culture

Sense of Place

Authentic 
Experiences

Working Ranches  
Bird Watching
Photography

Wildlife 
Art on Ranches 

Workshops  
Farmstays

Much More



Create the EXPERIENCE
Think Beyond Your Individual Farm or Ranch 

• What will it take to attract a 
visitor to your community 
for a day, weekend or 
extended stay?

• Who can I partner with to 
provide the total 
experience?



Heritage Tourism
2003 Executive Order 

Promotes partnering with non-Federal 
parties in the development of heritage 
tourism and economic development



Partners are 

The Key to 

Success

• Native American Tribes

• Business and organizations

• Land managing agencies

• Agricultural industries

• Historical societies

• ….and many, many more

http://www.partnershipresourcecenter.org/



Take the First Steps

County State & Feds

Neighbors

YOU

Discuss Your Plans, Listen 
to Concerns, Learn the 

Requirements & Processes

Strive for Win-Win Solutions



You Must Comply with Local, 
State and Federal Requirements

Adhere to Regulations that Protect:
• The Environment
• Your Neighbors
• Your Visitors



California Agricultural Homestay Bill



Don‟t forget, 
things are 
easier with 

partners and 
friends.

Ask Yourself, “Who is Missing?  Is There a Way to Involve Them?”



Even though most people are removed 
from the farm,  everyone has an 
„Agricultural Experience‟ at least three 
times a day… think about it

If you eat food and 
wear clothes, you’re 

involved in agriculture.



Culinary Adventures 
That Begin on the Farm

Bon Appetit Buys Fresh, Buys Local

"Too much credit is given to the 
chef, it is the farmer and rancher 

who deserves the credit."

http://www.chefsafield.com/


Local Grown,
Farm & Nature 

Trails and Events



Self-Directed Driving Tours
Ontario, Canada‟s Rural Ramble

CD, Photo Contest and Bale Art
www.ruralramblefarmtour.com



Placer County’s 
Mountain 
Mandarin 
Festival

Attracts 25-30,000 visitors to 
the two-day event, November



Eagles and 
Agriculture

Carson Valley, Nevada



Bird-Watching & Photography Workshops



Ag, Nature and Adventure Travelers

– The Same Customers?

600+ Participants
Most Beginning Viewers

Great cross-
over event

–Nature

–Agriculture

–Adventure

Carson Valley Eagles and Agriculture Event



Ranchers, Birders, 
Visitor‟s Bureau, 
Arts Commission, 
County Museum, 
Local Land Trust

Showcase Ranch Stewardship 
and Biodiversity



Partnerships…for 
Restoration & Business

Environmental Education, 
Special Events, 
Entertainment Possibilities



R H Phillips  Winery

Yolo Land & Cattle Co. 
Working Cattle Ranch

Hedrick Ag History 
Center

Near Davis, California



Another OPPORTUNITY



REMEMBER, Tourists 
want a quality experience

They participate in 
meaningful, fun and 
authentic activities.

They are welcomed, 
respected and well 

cared for.

They get what they came for, and  
when they leave -- they leave 

wanting to return.



Work 
With The 
Community

The End

Visit Other Agritourism Operations


