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6 Ways to Reduce 
youR GReenWaste
Did you have  issues this  year  with shiny, sticky 
stuff all over the sidewalks and streets under 
your landscape trees?  Are people complaining 
about the mess on their cars when  they park 
near your sycamores, oaks, or hackberry trees?  

Honeydew is a sticky excretion from various insects, 
such as aphids, whiteflies, and scales, that suck 
plant juices. A  small amount of honeydew in non-
traffic areas is tolerable, and actually provides a 
food source for some beneficial insects that are 
predators of pests.  However, drip levels can become 
high enough in parking lots and walking paths 
to produce a nuisance that requires treatment.   

As with all pest control, it is essential that the pest 
be identified before any treatment is considered.  A 
monitoring program should also be set up to determine 
the threshold of damage that requires treatment, 
and the time that threshold is likely to be reached.
Now is the time to think about next year’s treatment.

ManaGinG HoneydeW
aphids

A variety of damage is caused by aphids 
including leaf curling and disfigurment, 
deposits of unsightly whitish residue from 
the cast skins, and on some species, leaf 
galling that resembles reddish growths.  In 
most cases aphids will not kill an established  
woody plant, but their damage can really 
make you want to kill them.  

There are many natural enemies of aphids 
that will often keep populations in check.  
These predators and/or parasites are generally 
most effective when aphid populations have 
reached a level to sustain them.  Establishing 
reasonable thresholds for treatment keeps 
you from spending time and money on 
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MonitoRinG foR tHResHolds

Yellow, water-sensitive cards that catch 
honeydew droplets can easily be suspended 
several inches below branches of trees that 
have previously been affected.  This should be 
done once a week at the same time for several 
hours. (Time it to avoid rain and sprinkler 
spray.) Record the date on each card. 

The density of the droplets, which will 
show up as dark spots, will give you 
a record of the timing of the needed 
treatment threshold for subsequent years.

leaves coveRed WitH sooty Mold GRoWinG on HoneydeW
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pesticides  that wouldn’t have been necessary if 
you had just waited for the natural controls to kick 
in.  For this reason, even if you must treat, avoid 
using foliar sprays of broad spectrum pesticides, 
(organophosphates, carbamates, pyrethroids, and 
neonicotinoids like imidacloprid), as these may kill 
as many beneficial insects as pests.  This may well 
cause elevated populations of the pest in subsequent 
years.  

If thresholds require treatment, sprays of insecticidal 
soap or narrow range oils kill on contact, and have 
the least residual effects on natural enemies.  If a 
persistent problem is known to exist, the best control 
may be had by a combination of dormant oil spray 
to kill overwintering eggs, and a properly applied 
soil drench of imidacloprid in late winter/ early 
spring - just before the leaves open up.  As a systemic, 
imidacloprid is then carried up with the sap from the 
roots into the new leaves and can provide control of 
the early spring infestation that may fly in.

whiteflies

Whiteflies are actually related to aphids, psyllids, 
and scales, not flies.  Like aphids, they suck juices 
from plants and can produce a sticky honeydew that 
attracts ants and leads to sooty mold growth. Most 
whitefly populations are controlled by one or more 
of the many predators and parasites that are their 
natural enemies.  

There are several species of whiteflies that infest a 
variety of trees and shrubs: ash, oaks, crape myrtle, 
Bradford pear, redbud, citrus, and gardenia.  The first 
step to management is to control ant populations 
that can disrupt the natural enemies.  Dust control 
around the base of trees will also help improve the 

environment for the predatory insects.  There are 
no effective chemical treatments for whiteflies 
outdoors , and they quickly develop resistance, so 
cleaning up the previous year’s debris and keeping 
a dust-free, ant-controlled environment is the best 
control.

scales

There is a wide variety of soft and armored scales 
that affect leaves or twigs of woody plants, many 
of them not really harmful.  When the infestation 
begins to secrete honeydew, the problems begin.  As 
with the honeydew from their relatives, it can cause 
a growth of sooty mold that is unattractive and 
may interfere with photosynthesis, weakening the 
plant.  Ants attracted to the honeydew will guard 
the scales from their natural enemies.  Some species 
of scale may feed heavily enough from the phloem 
to directly weaken the plant host.

Control is similar for all plants and species that reach 
damage thresholds.  Heavily infested branches may 
be pruned out.  Ants and dust should be controlled 
to promote natural enemy activity.  Horticultural 
oils can be applied in the dormant season and/or in 
late spring/early summer to coincide with the peak 
population of the crawler phase of the scale’s life 
cycle.  Correct identification of the type of scale will 
help determine the best time to control crawlers 
with oil sprays.

CONTROL ANTS!
Ants can behave like tiny soldiers guarding their 
favorite honeydew source.  Whenever honeydew 
is an issue, ants should be actively controlled with 
enclosed baits at the base of the affected trees and 
shrubs.  Sticky strips around the base can also be 
used.  Do not use sprays as these are damaging to 
the beneficial insects as well.

Ant tending scales
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tHe 5 eleMents of an 
iPM PRoGRaM
Integrated Pest Management employs ALL 5 
components in a coordinated strategy.

PREVENTION 

Select appropriate plants for the site and use.  
Prepare the site and plant properly.  Establish and 
maintain the best cultural practices for the ongoing 
care of your plant mix in your climate.

CORRECT PEST ID

Be aware of and correctly identify any suspected 
pests before considering treatment.

SURVEY REGULARLY

Establish a pattern of regularly inspecting valuable 
plantings and quickly identifying potential pests 
or possible causes of problems, including cultural 
practices that can be altered.

ESTABLISH ACTION THRESHOLDS

Know what is an acceptable level of pest or disease 
damage that does not threaten the health of the 
plants or the safety of the community.

APPROPRIATE MANAGEMENT

This may include a combination of biological, 
mechanical, chemical, and physical controls.  
Chemicals should be chosen to minimize risks 
to non-target organisms and always used in the 
manner recommended by published guidelines.

Complete pest management 
guidelines Can be found at:

http://ipm.ucdavis.edu

RECOMMENDED HANDBOOK:
IPM in Practice (available from 
UCANR’s online catalog)

6 GReat tRees to Plant 
instead of RedWoods
Redwood trees are planted all over the Central 
Valley, because they are fast growing and 
attractive trees.  They are extremely high water 
users, though, and in time, outgrow the space 
where they’ve been planted.  Redwoods are such 
greedy and efficient water users, they also end 
up outcompeting everything growing under 
them.  Instead of planting redwoods, consider 
using one of the trees at the right.  They are more 
drought tolerant once established, and many 

are also tolerant of the salts found in reclaimed 
water that may be used in landscape plantings.  
All are suitable for screens or specimen trees.  
Be sure to plant where they will have room to 
reach their full stature in maturity.

•	 Calocedrus decurrens- incense cedar
•	 Casuarina cunninghamiana- river she-oak
•	 Cupressus arizonica - Arizona cypress
•	 Cupressus sempervirens- Italian cypress
•	 Pinus canariensis- Canary Island pine
•	 Thuja plicata- western red cedar (buy from 

grower who used seed from inland source)

http://ipm.ucdavis.edu
http://anrcatalog.ucdavis.edu/PestManagementExamPrep/3418.aspx
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plant this
Need an attractive, low maintenance ground cover?  
Delosperma cooperi or Cooper’s ice plant is a tough, 
water-conserving plant that fits the bill.  In heavy 
to loam soils it only requires twice-monthly deep 
watering after being well-established.  The added 
bonus is the long bloom time with hot pink flowers 
that match the small leaf size distinguishing it from 
the more common iceplants. 

Good companions behind this are the red barberry 
varieties, pink muhly grass, purple fountain grass, 
‘Otto Quast’ Spanish lavendar, ‘Jack Spratt’ New 
Zealand flax, or ‘Howard McMinn’ manzanita.

4

D
E

C
E

M
B

E
R

2
0

1
1

contact us:
Karrie Reid
Environmental Horticulture Advisor
UC Cooperative Extension
San Joaquin County
2101 E. Earhart Ave., Ste. 200
Stockton, CA 95206-3949
209-953-6109

skreid@ucdavis.edu
http://ucanr.org/sites/sjcoeh/

UCCE San Joaquin County
2101 E. Earhart Ave, Ste. 200
Stockton, CA 95206-3949

Reduce Greenwaste
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