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In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
the Forest Service is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of 
race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA Director, Office of 
Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 1400 Independence 
Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call 202-720-5964 
(voice or RDD). USDA is an equal opportunity employer.



Region 5: California, Hawaii and US 
Affiliated Pacific Islands
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Opportunities

•Up to $24 million available nationally for Wood 
Innovations Grants

•Up to $300,000 per proposal

•Up to $17 million available nationally for 
Community Wood grants

•Up to $1 million per proposal



USDA Forest Service
Wood Innovations

Purpose: 

Significantly stimulate or 
expand wood products 
markets and wood energy 
markets to support the 
long-term management 
of National Forest 
System and other forest 
lands.

2022 Wood Innovation Grant

Priorities:

• Reduce hazardous fuels and 
improve forest health on 
National Forest System and 
other forest lands.

• Reduce costs of forest 
management on all land types.

• Promote economic and 
environmental health of 
communities.



USDA Forest Service
Wood Innovations 2022 Wood Innovation Grant

• Up to $24 million total

• Individual awards up to $300,000

• 100% match required (1:1)

• National competition

• Equipment now allowed (there are strings attached)



NEW Wood Innovations Exception

Wood Innovations funding of up to $1,000,000 is available for a 
stationary wood energy system rated greater than 5 Megawatts in 
thermal output if it meets one of the following criteria:

• A thermal energy system that converts 50% or more of the input 
energy to useful thermal energy; or

• A thermally led combined heat and power system that produces 
electricity in addition to useful thermal energy. Thermally led 
means that the production of useful thermal energy determines the 
amount of electricity produced and the system must convert 50% 
or more of the input energy to useful energy (generated useful 
thermal energy and electricity).



USDA Forest Service
Wood Innovations

Community Wood Grant

Support forest health and stimulate local 
economies by expanding renewable wood energy 
use and innovative wood products manufacturing 
capacity



USDA Forest Service
Wood Innovations

Community Wood Grant

• “Shovel-ready” projects only (must be completed during grant period-
no additional time or funding required)

• Up to $1 million/ project, up to $17 million nationally

• Up to 35% of the total capital costs of completing the project

• No formal matching funds

• BUT- 100% of total costs to complete the project must be accounted for 
(leveraging)

• R5 requires same documentation for leveraged funds or as otherwise agreed 
upon



California

• Catastrophic wildfires - Over 2.5 million acres burned and 3,600 

structures damaged or destroyed in 2021, and over 4 million acres 

burned and 10,000 structures damaged or destroyed in 2020

• Large-Scale Tree Mortality - Drought and bark beetles (over 190 million 

dead trees since 2010)

• USFS/State of California – Gov. Newsom and the USFS signed an in 

agreement in 2020 to work together to treat 1 million acres of forest 

annually

• Excess Biomass - Forest restoration treatments and fire salvage could 

produce millions of tons of woody biomass each year



California

Priority: Increase pace and scale of forest treatment and 

restoration, and/or utilize salvage timber and biomass 

from wildfires where local capacity is limited

AND/OR show a clear path to significant future 

opportunities for wood and biomass utilization

Priority: Projects with a clear and measurable impact on 

Carbon and Climate goals, and Underserved Communities



California Resources 

• USFS/ State of CA Shared Stewardship Agreement: 

https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/8.12.20-CA-

Shared-Stewardship-MOU.pdf

• Page 40 of the CA Forest Carbon Plan http://resources.ca.gov/wp-
content/uploads/2018/05/California-Forest-Carbon-Plan-Final-Draft-
for-Public-Release-May-2018.pdf

• Wildfire and Forest Resilience Task Force Action Plan 

https://www.fire.ca.gov/media/ps4p2vck/californiawildfireandforestresil

ienceactionplan.pdf

https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/8.12.20-CA-Shared-Stewardship-MOU.pdf
http://resources.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/California-Forest-Carbon-Plan-Final-Draft-for-Public-Release-May-2018.pdf
https://www.fire.ca.gov/media/ps4p2vck/californiawildfireandforestresilienceactionplan.pdf


https://exper
ience.arcgis.c
om/experien
ce/0fe032e9
2fad464fbcdc
7faf12cd7928
/page/Initial-
Landscape-
Investments/

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/0fe032e92fad464fbcdc7faf12cd7928/page/Initial-Landscape-Investments/


Wood Innovation Preferences
•Supply from National Forest System and 
other lands with high fire risk

•Ability to aid with wildfire recovery efforts

•Immediate and measurable results

•Support disadvantaged/ underserved 
communities



Community Wood Examples

Building or upgrading a facility that will be 
operational within the grant period

•Sawmill upgrades in low-income area

• Installing a new wood fired boiler for heat

•Wood products manufacturing facility

•Biofuels facility that will use forest wood



CAUTION

Wood Innovations and Community Wood 
are 2 different programs with different 
applications!



THE 
APPLICATION 
NARRATIVE 

IS NOW A 
FORM



Application Instructions

•Two parts, both submitted in PDF format

•DO NOT FORGET THE FINANCIAL 
FORMS

•Appendices – Specific info is required –
read directions.



USDA Forest Service
Wood Innovations

• Application due to Helena (Helena.Murray@usda.gov) on March 
23rd, 2023 at 5pm

Application instructions and details can be found here:

• https://www.fs.usda.gov/science-technology/energy-forest-
products/wood-innovation

mailto:Helena.Murray@usda.gov
https://www.fs.usda.gov/science-technology/energy-forest-products/wood-innovation


Application Review Process

•Forest Service Regional Office

•Federal Expert Panel

•Forest Service Leadership Decision

•USDA Review



Successful Applicant 
Announcement and Grant Award

•Approximate Announcement Date 

May or June, 2023

•Approximate Award Date 

August or September, 2023



Questions?

Helena Murray
Helena.Murray@usda.gov

707-980-2375

Wood Innovations Homepage: https://www.fs.usda.gov/science-

technology/energy-forest-products/wood-innovation

mailto:Helena.Murray@usda.gov
https://www.fs.usda.gov/science-technology/energy-forest-products/wood-innovation

