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An incentive program to

ÅEncourage private and public investments in forestlands

and resources to ensure adequate future high quality

timber supplies, related employment, and other

economic benefits.

ÅTo protect, maintain, and enhance the forest resource for

the benefit of present and future generations.



Eligible Landowners

Å CFIP contracts are between CAL FIRE and the landowner. Lease 

holders are not eligible.

Å Each landowner must own at least 20 acres, but less than 5,000 

acres, of forestland in California.

Å Eligible landowner types include:

Private owners

Government agencies

Businesses, Corporations, LLCs

Trusts

Non-federally owned Native American

Non-profits



Eligible Land is ñForestlandò

ñForestlandò means the property must be:

ÅAt least 10% occupied by trees, of any size, that are 

native to California, including native oaks

ÅOr formerly having had that tree cover

The land must not be industrial timberland.



Zoning

The land must be zoned for uses compatible with forest 

management.

In Sonoma County these zones include:

ïTimber Production Zone (TPZ)

ïResource and Rural Residential (RRD)

ïAgricultural Preserve (Williamson Act)

ïMaybe others



Finding Your Zoning

You can look up your zoning, and the allowable land uses 

on the Sonoma County Planning website.

Be sure to look up the complete zoning, including any 

overlaying combining zoning that applies to your property 

and may impact project feasibility (e.g. riparian corridors, 

scenic corridors).

If you are not sure what your zone allows, please call the 

Sonoma County Planning Department.



Regarding the Coastal Zone

If your property is located within the Coastal Zone, 

the California Coastal Commission may require a Coastal 

Zone Development Permit for your CFIP project.



Regarding

Conservation Easements

Properties with conservation easements may be 

CFIP eligible, if the easement  places no restriction 

on forest management practices.

Be prepared to submit a copy of your easement 

with your CFIP application. Conservation 

easements are all unique and each one must be 

evaluated individually.



Other Restrictions

Å CFIP cannot be used to complete requirements of other State 

programs (e.g. Timber Harvesting Plans, PRC Ä4291 fire clearances 

for defensible space).

Å The same practice on the same acre cannot be funded by both CFIP 

and federal programs (i.e. you cannot double invoice both CFIP and 

EQIP).

Å On non-TPZ land, if the practices funded by CFIP are not maintained 

for 10 years a prorated amount must be refunded to the State; this is 

a restriction placed on the land deed. In the event of a property sale, 

the restriction stays with the land.



Allowable Practices Include

ÅManagement Plan Development

ÅRegistered Professional Forester (RPF) Supervision

ÅSite Preparation, Tree Planting, Tree Shelters, Follow-up 

to planting

ÅPre-commercial Thinning (PCT), Release, Pruning, 

Follow-up slash disposal

ÅHabitat Improvement, Wildlife/Fisheries



Your first CFIP contract

will be for é



A California Cooperative 

Management Plan

(or revision/update of an old plan if you have one)



Then, you can apply for CFIP 

practices including é



Reforestation

14

ÅSite Preparation

ÅPlanting

ÅTree Shelters

ÅFollow-up within 3 years



Pre-commercial Thinning
(i.e. removing small conifers)

or

Release
(i.e. removing small hardwoods)

Before After



Pruning


