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Pesticide Regulatory Authority
• Federal Law – FIFRA (Federal Insecticide, Fungicide,
and Rodenticide Act) is administered by US EPA
• State Law – Food and Agriculture Code (FAC); statutory
law enacted by CA State Legislature
• State Regulations – CA Code of Regulations (CCR)
 Title 3, Division 6 – Pesticides and Pest Control Operations
 Title 16, Division 19 – Structural Pest Control

State administration – CA Dept of Pesticide Regulation (CDPR)
under CalEPA; CA Structural Pest Control Board (SPCB) under
Dept of Consumer Affairs

Common misconception…
• People often think pesticide = insecticide… however…
• Pesticide refers to not only insecticides but many other kinds
of chemicals.
• Under state and federal law, a pesticide is any substance
intended to control, destroy, repel, or attract a pest.
• Some common pesticides include insecticides, herbicides,
rodenticides, repellents, disinfectants, fungicides, wood
preservatives, pheromones, attractants and plant growth
regulators.

Rodenticides
• Rodenticides are pesticides that kill rodents.
Rodents include rats, mice, ground squirrels and
gophers.
• Other rodents include chipmunks, prairie dogs
porcupines, nutria, and beavers. Although rodents
occupy important roles in nature, they may
sometimes require control.
• Rodenticides, like all pesticides, are economic
poisons, and the their use is highly regulated in
California.

Second Generation Anticoagulant
Rodenticides (SGARs)
• Second Generation Anticoagulant Rodenticides (SGARs) are single-dose
rodenticides containing brodifacoum, bromadiolone, difenacoum, and
difethialone.
• Registered for use on commensal rodents—house mice, Norway rats,
and roof rats.
• Incident reports concluded that SGAR products posed significant risks to
nontarget wildlife and that these risks were greater than those posed by
other rodenticides.
• In 2014, CDPR adopted new regulations designating SGARs as CA
Restricted Materials, which prohibits retail sales of these products.
• DPR adopted these regulations due to clear evidence of wildlife
weakened or killed by 2nd-generation anticoagulant rodenticides.

SGARs, continued…
• Where as all rodenticides are toxic to wildlife and should not
be placed in areas where nontarget wildlife have access to
them, SGARs are unique in that rodents will frequently eat
more than one dose, and the effects of that dose can be
delayed for a few days.
• As the rodents eat more poison, the result can be a superlethal dose that builds up in their tissues. When predators
such as hawks or foxes eat these weakened or dead rodents,
the dose may also be deadly to the predators. Incident
reports conclude that SGAR products pose significant risks
to nontarget wildlife and that these risks are greater than
those posed by other rodenticide active ingredients.
From CDPR’s “Frequently Asked Questions about Rodents and Rodenticides”
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Acute toxicants & Burrow Fumigants
• The acute toxicants bromethalin, zinc phosphide, and strychnine kill rodents
after one feeding, often within a few hours. Formulated as baits, they are highly
toxic to people, pets, and wildlife. Cholecalciferol (vitamin D3), another acute
toxicant, usually requires multiple feedings to kill rodents.
• Burrow fumigants – tablets/pellets activated by soil moisture; cartridges.
BAITS
• Bromethalin
• Cholecalciferol
• Zinc phosphide
• Strychnine
BURROW FUMIGANTS
• Aluminum phosphide
• Magnesium phosphide
• Sodium nitrate
• Potassium nitrate

www.epa.gov

Bait Boxes
• Rodenticide labeling often contains the statement,
"Treated baits must be placed in locations not
accessible to children, pets, wildlife and domestic
animals, or in tamper-resistant bait boxes.“
• Labels may allow hand-broadcast applications, but not
the scattering of baits in areas accessible to children,
pets, nontarget wildlife, or domestic animals. Areas
accessible to the designated groups require tamperresistant bait boxes.

Bait Boxes, continued...
CDPR does not “approve” bait boxes prior to use, but in actual use situations they must meet
criteria that have been adopted from U.S. EPA. Under these criteria, bait boxes are to be:
• Resistant to weather.
• Strong enough to prohibit entry by large nontarget species. (Placement is a factor, i.e., is
the bait box likely to be broken or affected adversely by nontarget animals?)
• Equipped with an access panel that can be securely attached (meaning a locking lid or
secured rebaiting hatches).
• Equipped with entrances which readily allow target animals access to baits while denying
access to larger, nontarget species.
• Capable of being anchored securely to resist effort to move the container or to displace its
contents.
• Made in such a way as not to be an "attractive" nuisance.
• Capable of displaying proper precautionary statements in a prominent location.
• Bait station labeling in non-licensed situations is regulated by the label (FAC section
12973) and the U.S. EPA criteria for tamper-resistant bait stations.
• Bait stations are intended to present (apply) the pesticide to the target pest. Bait stations are
considered application equipment and subject to the labeling requirements of 3 CCR
section 6630 when placed by a licensed pest control company.

FAC 12973 – The label is the law
• Registered pesticide labels contain
directions for use, safety and personal
protective equipment that legally must be
followed.
• Application methods, rates and safety
statements on pesticide labels are not
simply recommendations – they are
requirements that ensure the safe and
effective use of the material.
• Multiple safety incidents and health hazards
occur annually due to the misuse of
pesticides and applicators not following the
label… The majority of these are
homeowner/non-commercial incidents.

Licensed Structural Pest Control
Companies
• Business owners/operators and applicators are
licensed through the CA Structural Pest Control
Board (CSPCB).
• Follow extensive regulatory requirements for
soliciting and performing structural pest control.
• Required to register annually in each county in
which they will be operating (Annual Notification).
• Among services provided may be rodent control –
falls under Branch 2 Licensing.

Structural Pest Control Board – Laws
& Regulations
CA Business and Professions Code – Division 3, Chapter 14
CA Code of Regulations – Title 16, Division 19
§ 1983. Handling, Use, and Storage of Pesticides
• (e) No rodenticide or avicide shall be used in such manner as to be
readily accessible to children or pets.
• (f) All rodenticides and avicides shall be removed from readily accessible
places upon termination of the particular service.
• (i) When a covered or uncovered bait station is used for any rodenticide
or avicide the bait station shall be adequately marked with the signal
word or symbols required on the original rodenticide or avicide label,
the generic name of the pesticide, and the name, address and
telephone number of the structural pest control company.

CARBON MONOXIDE FOR
BURROWING RODENT CONTROL
•

U.S. EPA and DPR have determined that carbon monoxide
delivery devices will be regulated as pest control devices, not
as pesticides.

•

At this time, DPR does not require registration of carbon
monoxide delivery devices.
Even though the carbon monoxide device is not considered a
pesticide, DPR considers it a form of pest control. Therefore,
laws and regulations pertaining to pest control are
applicable. A business doing pest control for hire must be
licensed and must register in each county where they
perform pest control.

•

•

FAC section 6025.4 states that carbon monoxide must never
be used in "structures inhabited by humans or livestock."
However, these devices can be used in other agricultural and
nonagricultural settings. Carbon monoxide is colorless,
odorless, and toxic and there may be bystander and
applicator hazards associated with the use of carbon
monoxide. DPR recommends that these devices not be used
within 100 feet of occupied structures. When applications
are made next to unoccupied structures, DPR recommends
aerating the structures before reentry.

