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Community Connections

Presenter
Presentation Notes
My intro: Jill Sarick - with UCANR just over a year. My position (local) is new and I split time b/c UCES and UCCE. I bring many years experience in working community-based education and outreach, specifically in waste reduction, focusing on food waste reduction



Current Activities to Address Current Challenges

Youth Community Access Project
● Protecting California’s natural resources
● Promoting healthy people and communities
● Developing a qualified workforce for 

California
● Building climate-resilient communities and 

ecosystems
● Developing an inclusive and equitable 

society
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I currently manage is a statewide grant called Youth Community Access, which offers a one-week immersive California Naturalist course for CA Conservation Corps members. To date, over 530 corps members (who come from historically underserved backgrounds)  have been certified as Naturalists. Many of them report having an outstanding experience that has shaped or redirected their career or academic goals. The idea is to build off the project’s success and work with local partners to create an agriculturally focused program.The most interesting outcome (IMO) are the survey results. For this project we used a relatively unique survey tool called Nature Relatedness Scale. The survey measures a person’s change in SEWB after an intervention such as the CN. Overwhelming, we are seeing comparable results with other published studies. The final report will be made available in March of 2025.



Desired Outcomes and Condition Changes

YCA Local Replication & Food Waste 
Busters curriculum pilot
● Develop a qualified agricultural 

workforce for California
● Increase agriculture & community 

climate resilience
● Safeguard abundant and healthy food 

for all
● Increase public awareness about food 

loss and waste reduction opportunities
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What would this look like? 
Leverage the CSUCI MOU with HAREC - possible collaboration with adjacent CCC site & model the experience after the YCA
Train teachers/program coordinators to deliver evidence-based food loss/waste reduction and food security education to CCCs, schools, after school programs, public housing programs, community colleges, community gardens, and/or 4-H 
Collaborate with Master Gardeners, UC Environmental Stewards, 4-H, Climate Hub and other UCANR programs to incorporate more food waste reduction and composting extension education into existing programs




Thank You!!

A garden farm suggests there 
may be a place where we can 

meet nature halfway.
- Michael Pollan
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