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2004 – Solutions for Today’s Farmers Conference

USEFUL RESOURCES RELATED TO AGRICULTURE 

Updated March 2005.   

(Note: If you are unable to open a site using the hyperlink copy the URL into your web browser address line and search.)
This list of resources is not intended to be exhaustive, but represents sources that provide 

information on a variety of agriculture-related topics

1) Internet Information Resources

University of California Agriculture-Related Websites

California 4-H Youth Development Program


http://fourh.ucdavis.edu/
Integrated Hardwood Range Management Program

http://danr.ucop.edu/ihrmp/
UC Agriculture & Natural Resources (link here for individual 


http://ucanr.org/index.shtml
UC Berkeley Center for Sustainable Resource Development


http://www.cnr.berkeley.edu/csrd/technology/technology.htm
UC Berkeley Department of Agricultural Economics and Agribusiness


http://are.berkeley.edu/mason/fields/agribusiness.html
UC Riverside Center for Exotic Pest Research Center for Invasive Species Research


http://cnas.ucr.edu/centers/index.html
UC Davis Department of Agricultural and Resource Economics, Cost & Return Studies


http://coststudies.ucdavis.edu
UC Cooperative Extension and Outreach at the UC Berkeley Department of Agriculture and Resource Economics


http://are.berkeley.edu/extension/CurrentOutreach.html
UC Agriculture Issues Center


http://aic.ucdavis.edu
UC Davis Agronomy Research & Information Center


http://agric.ucdavis.edu/
UC Davis Consumer Research & Information Center


http://ccr.ucdavis.edu/
UC Davis Dairy Research & Information Center


http://drinc.ucdavis.edu/
UC Davis Fruit & Nut Research & Information Center


http://fruitsandnuts.ucdavis.edu/
UC Davis Ornamental Horticulture Research & Information Center


http://ohric.ucdavis.edu/
UC Davis Post Harvest Technology Research & Information Center


http://postharvest.ucdavis.edu/
UC Davis Range & Forest Research & Information Center

http://www.californiarangelands.ucdavis.edu
UC Davis Seed Biotechnology Research & Information Center

http://sbc.ucdavis.edu/
UC Davis Weed Research & Information Center


http://wric.ucdavis.edu/
UC Riverside Citrus Variety Collection

http://www.citrusvariety.ucr.edu/
UC Santa Cruz Agro-Food Studies Research Group


http://www2.ucsc.edu/cgirs/research/environment/afsrg/index.html
UC Santa Cruz Center for Agroecology & Sustainable Food Systems


http://zzyx.ucsc.edu/casfs/
UC Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education Program


http://www.sarep.ucdavis.edu/
UC Davis Vegetable Research & Information Center


http://vric.ucdavis.edu/
General

These websites present information and resources on a variety of agricultural topics, including alternative agriculture, agricultural marketing, organic farming, and agritourism.  They have not been reviewed for timeliness, completeness, or accuracy.

Alternative Farming Systems Information Center


http://www.nal.usda.gov/afsic/index.html
Community Alliance with Family Farmers


http://www.caff.org
Farmland Information Library


http://www.farmlandinfo.org
Kerr Center for Sustainable Agriculture


http://www.kerrcenter.com
Missouri Alternatives Center Resource Collection – collects info. from everywhere


http://www.agebb.missouri.edu/mac/library
National Clonal Germplasm Repository for Fruit & Nut Crops


http://www.ars-grin.gov/ars/PacWest/Davis/
National Sustainable Agriculture Information Service

http://attra.ncat.org
Sustainable Farm Connection


http://www.ibiblio.org/farming-connection - click on links for lists of resources
USDA Risk Management Agency


http://www.rma.usda.gov/
USDA Economic Research Service


http://www.ers.usda.gov - a website that contains everything
Western Growers Association


http://www.wga.com/public/index.php
Agricultural Marketing

These websites present information and recommendations on marketing agricultural products.  

Agricultural Marketing Resource Center


http://www.agmrc.org
Agricultural Market Information Virtual Library


http://aec.msu.edu/agecon/fs2/market/contents.htm
Marketing Research - Georgetown University’s Library Guide 


http://www.libary.georgetown.edu/guides/marketing/marketguide.html
Joining web-marketing networks is one way of reaching consumers.  These sites provide two examples of these networks.

Fresh from the farm  

http://www.freshfromthefarm.com
Local Harvest – a new nonprofit website that assists consumers find fresh, locally grown foods

http://www.LocalHarvest.org
Agricultural tourism

Although agricultural tourism is a fairly new enterprise in the United States, many state cooperative extension offices and counties promote agritourism enterprises on the web.  The following sites are relevant for California.

Agricultural Tourism Project


http://www.sfc.ucdavis.edu/agritourism/about.html
Agricultural Tourism in El Dorado County – example of a county web-site’s promotional efforts


http://www.visit-eldorado.com
Alternative Enterprises and Agritourism


http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/RESS/altenterprise
Eco-tourism

Very few organizations within the United States have focused on eco-tourism, and most research, writing and promotion has been international. 

Ecotourism Electronic Directory

http://www.ecotourism.org.pk/directory.htm
Eco-tourism Links

http://www.sfrc.ufl.edu/Faculty/Web_Pages/TStein/ecotourlinks.htm
United Nations Environment Program

http://www.uneptie.org/pc/tourism
World Tourism Organization – sustainable development of tourism

http://www.world-tourism.org/sustainable/IYE-Main-Menu.htm
European Sites

These websites provides information on developments in Europe and their approach to agriculture and rural development.

European Commission's site on agriculture - rural development
  
http://europa.eu.int/comm/index_en.htm
European LEADER Initiative for rural development
 
http://www.rural-europe.aeidl.be/
ODI Rural Policy and Environment Group (RPEG): Tourism
 
http://www.oneworld.org/odi/rpeg/tourism.html
ODI Rural Policy and Environment Group (RPEG): Tourism publications
 
http://www.oneworld.org/odi/rpeg/tourism2.html
Organics

There are a growing number of web-sites devoted to providing information and resources on organic products.   

California Certified Organic Farmers (CCOF)


http://www.ccof.org
International Federation of Organic Agriculture Movements


http://www.ifoam.org/
Local Harvest


http://www.localharvest.org
National Organic Program


http://www.ams.usda.gov/nop
Organic Consumers Association


http://www.organicconsumers.org
Organic Agriculture at FAO (UN site)


http://www.fao.org/organicag
Organic Crop Improvement Association


http://www.ocia.org
Organic Farming Research and Information (UC SAREP)


http://www.sarep.ucdavis.edu/Organic
Organic Farming Research Foundation (OFRF)


http://www.ofrf.org
Organic Trade Association


http://www.ota.com
The websites listed below are examples of how some are using the web to market their organic products:

Natural Selection Foods 

http://www.nsfoods.com
Organic Valley Foods


http://www.organicvalley.com
Peaceful Valley Farm Supply


http://www.groworganic.com
Marketing to Institutions

There are few websites devoted exclusively to marketing of agricultural products to institutions (schools, hospitals, prisons).  The most recent focus has been on farm-to-school efforts.   There are also a number of resources on how to effectively market to restaurants.  

ABC’s of Marketing to Restaurants

http://www.newfarm.org/features/0802/restaurant.shtml
Community Food Security Coalition – Farm to School Programs

http://www.foodsecurity.org/farm_to_school.html
Cornell Farm to School Program

http://www.cce.cornell.edu/farmtoschool
Farm to School

http://www.sarep.ucdavis.edu/cdpp
Foodroutes.org – Farm to school

http://www.foodroutes.org/farmtoschool.jsp
Marketing to Restaurants (tip sheet) 

http://www.cenyc.org/HTMLGM/NFDP/selling%20to%20restaurants.pdf
Marketing to Restaurants

http://www.uwex.edu/ces/agmarkets/mktrestaurants.html
National Farm to School

http://www.farmtoschool.org
North American Farmers Direct Marketing Association

http://www.nafdma.com
Restaurant Marketing Strategy Resources

http://www.internetservicescompany.com/6/restaurant-marketing-strategy.html
The Small Diary Resource Book – information sources for farmstead producers and processors


http://www.sare.org/handbook/dairy
2. Grant Opportunities 

Marketing of Agricultural Products

Most grant funding in this area is provided by the US Department of Agriculture

(USDA) (www.usda.gov )   

Marketing Services Branch (MSB) is part of USDA’s Agricultural Marketing Service

· Current research targets farmers markets, subscription agriculture, Internet marketing, identity preserved crop development, international marketing channels, and direct sales to restaurants, schools, institutions, and retail establishments:

http://www.ams.usda.gov/tmd/MSB.msb.htm
Agricultural Professional and Producer Grant Program, CSREES, USDA, SARE 

These grants are available to producers on a regional basis.  Western region applications are usually due in the fall (www.sare.org) 

Emerging Markets Program, Foreign Agricultural Services, USDA

 
- assists in marketing to countries outside of the USA 

Farmer-Rancher, Marketing Systems, and Organic Systems Grants, CSREES, USDA, SARE (see website above)

Market Development Cooperator Program, International Trade Administration, Dept of Commerce) 

- grants provided to marketing associations/cooperatives to assist with export  marketing ventures (http://www.doc.gov/)

Markets and Trade, Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR), USDA

- 3- phase funding: feasibility research on marketing strategy or technique, in- depth research, and implementation.

Value-Added Agricultural Development Grant Program (VADG), Rural Business Cooperative Service, USDA

· provides grants to independent producers for feasibility/planning or start-up capital

· The Agriculture Marketing Resource Center may provide assistance in developing a proposal.

Organic Farming


While mainstream agricultural funding can be used for organic products, a small number of private funding sources are available that focuses specifically on organic.  These are applicable to California.

Clarence E. Heller Charitable Foundation (California)

provides grants in support of sustainable agriculture/ organic techniques

http://www.cehcf.org 

Organic Farming Research Foundation (OFRF)


primarily funds research and education projects involving organic farming


http://www.ofrf.org 
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