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                             Soil glossary



UC Master Gardeners of Placer County are University of California Cooperative Extension (UCCE) ambassadors to the Placer County home gardening community. Master Gardeners promote environmental awareness and sustainable landscape practices, and extend research-based gardening and composting information to the public through educational outreach. UCCE is part of the Division of Agriculture and Natural Resources (ANR) of the University of California. UCCE Placer County: 11477 E Avenue, Auburn, CA 95603, (530) 889-7385 
UC Master Gardeners of Placer County Hotline: (530) 889-7388; Website: http://pcmg.ucanr.org/  [Publish Date]

UC Master Gardeners of Placer County are University of California Cooperative Extension (UCCE) ambassadors to the Placer County home gardening community. Master Gardeners promote environmental awareness and sustainable landscape practices, and extend research-based gardening and composting information to the public through educational outreach. UCCE is part of the Division of Agriculture and Natural Resources (ANR) of the University of California.

Green Manure-  A cover crop planted from seed, grown until just before seed set, then dug into the soil.  The cover crop decomposes, improving the structure and nutrition of the soil.

Humus-  Organic matter in a highly-decayed state, rich in plant nutrient ions, and very retentive of water when added to soil.

Loam-  A soil that contains 7-20% clay, 28-50% silt and less than 52% sand, which has an ideal structure for cultivation and plant growth.

Mycorrhizae-  The symbiotic relationship between fungi and plants.

Soil Amendment-  A substance added to the soil to alter one or more of its physical or chemical properties such water retention, water infiltration, permeability, drainage, aeration and structure.

Soil Structure-  The way sand, silt & clay are naturally bonded together as aggregates.

Soil Texture-  The relative proportions of (inorganic) particles of sand, silt & clay in the soil.  
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